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" A sower went out to sow his seed : and as he sowed, some fell by the 
way side ; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 
And some fell upon a rock ; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered 
away, because it lacked moisture. A nd some fell among thorns'; and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and chpl^SliQ 'jAn^^rbt^er fell on good ground, 
and sprang up, and bare fruit 
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The subject of these remarks are Addresses 
given at different times to a Young Women's 
Bible Class. Their failings and shortcomings 
are many, and the Author trusts that they may 
be overlooked. In the preparation of them, care 
has been taken to keep Jesus ever in view, with 
a single eye to His glory, and to keep the 
Saviour uppermost in the minds of youth. 

M. A. N. 

LX)NDON, 

October^ 1877. 
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I. 



LUKE XIX. 9. 

"And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this 
house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham." 



THERE are certain days that we find men 
tioned in the Bible, in connection with 
man, which are all of them more or less solemn 
and important. 

The day of his birth. — When the journey of 
life is begun, and friends and relations gather 
round the child's cot, to utter hopes and prayers 
with regard to a hidden future. 

B 
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The day of his death. — When the journey 
of life is ended, when the spirit has taken its 
everlasting flight into the unseen world, and 
friends and relations gather round the grave, to 
utter hopes and prayers .with regard to a future 
that is still hidden. 

The day of judgment. — ^When, all who were 
born and died have passed into eternity, and 
before assembled worlds he stands at the tribunal 
of God, to receive the things done in the body, 
whether they be good or evil. 

But solemn and important as these days are, 
there is one more solemn and important than all 
these, — the day of salvation. It is that time in 
a man*s life, given him by God for accepting the 
offers of His grace, when the whole matter of 
salvation is put before him, and he may either 
receive it or reject it. It is important, because 
of the tremendous question at issue. It is 
important, because the time is so limited 
and uncertain. The only spot of time we can 
call our own is the present The past is gone ; 
the . future no mortal can unravel. " Now is 
the accepted time : now is the day of sal- 
vation." 

Our narrative tells us of the day of salvation 
coming to the city of Jericho ; and in order that 
we may enter into the whole subject, let us 
consider three points. 
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I. What did the day find ? 

II. What did the day bring ? 

III. What did the day leave ? 

I. What did the day find ? How it would 
astonish us, if we could only see what each day 
finds ! How quietly the day begins to dawn ! 
The shadows flee away, and the bright light 
steals over the earth. Many are wrapt in sleep, 
shutting out the light ; some few anticipate the 
day, others wait for the first streak of light 
Yet it is just like this in spiritual things: the 
Sun of righteousness has long risen, with healing 
on his wings ; his rays have shone on every side. 
But how many, very many there are, still in the 
sleep of death ! How few are up and alive to 
the fact that the true Light shineth ! So it was 
in Jericho. The day came : and what did it 
find ? Doubtless the greater part as I have 
described. But it found one man — what shall 
I say ? — anxious about his soul ; at all events 
not asleep. Zacchaeus, we read, was chief among 
the publicans, and he was .rich : everything, 
therefore, was against him caring for his soul. 
We know what sort of men the publicans were. 
Set over the land to collect the revenues for the 
Roman Governors, they were, for the most part^ 
men of a covetous disposition \ \!£v€vt\\K^^^^«'^^ 
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set on extortion and gain. It is a sad thing to 
let the love of money get possession of us: it 
deadens good feelings in our heart, and shuts out 
God. Such were the publicans. Yet it was these 
that the Lord was so anxious to win to Himself; 
and, surprising to say, the day found Zacchaeus 
anxious to see Jesus. Doubtless he had heard 
of all that Jesus had done. How He had healed 
the sick, raised the dead, pardoned the sinner ; 
and, perhaps, the thought stole into his breast 
that He might do something for him. The 
Lord had shown a special interest in those of 
Zacchaeus' class, whom the public scorned as bad 
men. And why not in him ? But not only was 
Zacchaeus anxious, he was determined to see 
Jesus. Many obstacles were in his way : there 
was his own natural condition, — ^he was little of 
stature, — there was the crowd pressing around. 
But what are difficulties of this sort to a man 
determined to get to Christ ? Zacchaeus at once 
resolved to climb a tree : he does not think what 
the crowd would say to a man of his position 
having resource to such an expedient. No : his 
one desire was to see the Saviour ; and the day 
found him carrying out his resolution. 

IL What did the day bring? What varied 
circumstances does a day bring! What joys 
and sorrows, griefs and pains, trials and disap- 
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pointments ! Oh, if we only knew sometimes 
what the day would bring forth, we should wish 
the curtain to remain withdrawn. The day of 
salvation brings blessings untold ; but it also 
brings judgment Present condemnation, if the 
grace is rejected ; if received, it brings that which 
meets all the joys and sorrows and circumstances 
of life, — a Saviour, the Lord Jesus. So it was 
in Jericho. We have seen the day found a man 
anxious about his soul : it brought it whom he 
needed, — ^Jesus. Hardly was he in the tree 
before he saw the crowd pass underneath, and in 
the midst, the One he longed for, — the centre of 
his desire, the One so kind to many like himself; 
the One who had shown His power and readiness 
to assist and save : Jesus was before him. It 
brought him also a call to salvation ; for while 
he was anxious to see Jesus, Jesus had known the 
desire of his heart. Doubtless He had watched 
the first awakenings of grace ; and now He calls 
him to Himself: and it is an individual call: 
** Zacchaeus ! " He calleth His own sheep by 
name. It is an urgent call : " Make haste ! " It 
is a call to personal intercourse : " Come down I " 
for Christ and the soul must meet. The proud 
are brought down, the humble are exalted ; but 
meet they must. It brought also a call, which 
demanded instant compliance : "To-day" I must 
abide at thy house. It might b^ \N\^ \^^\. *Cv«!w^ 



6 SCATTERED SEED. 

of Christ's coming to Jericho : if rejected now. 
He might never pass by that way again. It was 
necessary for Zacchaeus to decide. 

HI. What did the day leave ? As the day 
finds and brings such varied circumstances, so 
does it leave very different results. Some it 
finds joyful, and leaves in sadness ; others dis- 
turbed, it leaves in peace. How did it leave 
Zacchseus ? It found him anxious about his 
soul ; it brought him the Saviour he needed. 
How did it leave him with regard to the world ? 
A changed man. Doubtless his wealth before 
had gathered around him many friends ; but now 
he is treated with scorn and contempt. What 
did they say } He is gone to eat bread with a 
man that is a sinner. As long as you do well 
for yourself, men will speak well of you ; but in 
following Jesus there must be a cross, with regard 
to Christ. Also it shows him a true penitent, 
ready to confess his short-comings, and to make 
restoration ; a sincere believer, for he calls Jesus 
Lord (i Cor. xii. 3), and readily responds to His 
invitation of grace ; a happy man, for full of joy 
he receives his Saviour. And the Lord's word 
confirms our hope for the man : " This day has 
salvation come to this house." 

Oh, let us each ask ourselves if this day of 
grace has been accepted by us, if it has found us 
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careless and indifferent. Let us, like Zacchaeus, 
be determined, and resolve that, whatever we 
may have to go through, we will see Jesus, and 
say, as Jacob did, " I will not let Thee go, except 
Thou bless me." And remember, this day of 
salvation will not always be offered : it is " now " 
the accepted time, " now " the day of salvation. 
Awake to a sense of duty. " Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light." "To-day, if you wilt 
hear His voice, harden not your hearts." But if 
it has indeed found you anxious about your 
soul, never rest till you feel Jesus your precious 
Saviour. It will bring you, then, the fulness of 
the Gospel of Christ, and shall leave you to go 
on your way rejoicing. 



is^f^ 



II. 



I CHRONICLES IV. 9, 10. 

*' And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren : and his 
mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with 
sorrow. 

**And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that 
Thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that 
Thine hand might be with me, and that Thou wouldest keep me 
from evil, that it may not grieve me ! And God granted him 
that which he requested." 

WHAT is so remarkable in these verses is, 
that in them we have wrapt up the 
history of a man's lifetime ; and that lifetime a 
life of prayer. 

There may have been other circumstances 
connected with Jabez which called forth the 
admiration of men of that time ; but God only 
speaks of him in connection with his prayer. 
And this is more noticeable from the contrast 
which his life presents to that of others. Look 
at the long catalogue of names recorded in the 
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preceding chapter. Names of men whose lives 
stretch over a very long period of time ; names of 
men, no doubt, distinguished in their day. Yet 
what do we know concerning them ? Nothing : 
absolutely nothing! The lesson, then, which 
stands out for our instruction on the very 
face of the narrative is the value of a life of 
prayer. 

It is a life that will last, and find its biography 
when time shall be no more. The men of the 
world rush into the arena of public life, and 
gain for themselves a reputation: some in one 
way, some in a;nother. But, in a few short years, 
who thinks or cares about them ? While the 
man of prayer, though to be found in the meanest 
dwelling, or even hovel, uncared for, unknown, 
in carrying on communion with his God is 
gaining a fame which shall belong to him when 
worlds have passed away. 

And let us each ask ourselves. Are we living 
a life of prayer } That is what we want. What 
a different aspect the world would wear if each 
one lived a praying life I And I do not mean 
only the form of saying our daily prayers ; for, I 
daresay, there are a very few that forget that 
duty. But the life of prayer does not only 
consist in that, nor in religious observances ; but 
it is constant and secret communion with your 
God, and it is only then you can utvd^\%\.'^\\.^ *^^ 
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Apostle's words : " Pray without ceasing." Oh, 
if all ministers prayed for their congregations, 
what different congregations we might have ! 
If all teachers prayed for their scholars, if all 
lawyers were to plead with God in all their 
undertakings, if atl physicians were men of 
prayer when treating with sickness and affliction, 
and, humanly speaking, working between life 
and death, what a blessing they might be ! If 
our politicians were men of prayer, would not 
our country be in a different and more contented 
state } Yes, it is a praying life we want : secret 
communion with our God. " The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." We 
read in our Bibles of a prophet who prayed that 
there might be rain, and the windows of heaven 
were opened, and God sent the desired rain. 
God always answers, though not perhaps at the 
time, nor in the way in which we wished. And 
if He does not see fit to answer your prayer in 
the way in which you thought for, He will give 
you strength to bear it. When Jesus prayed in 
the garden of Gethsemane, "Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me : nevertheless 
not as I will, but as Thou wilt," — God did not 
let it pass from Him ; but He sent an angel 
from heaven to strengthen Him. Yes, God 
provides for all of us ; and in His holy Word we 
find words suited to comfort all. If you are like 
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Paul, who suffered from infirmity of the flesh, 
the answer from God was, " My grace is sufficient 
for thee." If you feel weak under your trials 
and troubles, and feel you cannot bear them, 
think of St. Paul's words : " I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengtheneth me." If you 
are afflicted with sickness, or any other infirmity, 
Jesus says, " Come unto Me, all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will refresh you." If you 
are bowed down with a sense of your sin and 
guilt, if so, hear God's word to you : " Come 
now, let us reason together, saith the Lord, 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be like 
wool; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be white as snow." And, if you are in any 
perplexity with the things of every-day life, not 
knowing which way to turn, here also is a word 
for you : " In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct thy paths." Yes : the Bible 
is full of consolation to suit all wants ; but you 
will not be able to realize the preciousness unless 
you lead a life of prayer. 

But to analyze the biography before us, and 
to grasp the teaching that God would have us 
learn, there are two points in our narrative which 
must occupy our attention. 

I. The character of the man. This is the 
first thing for our consideration. ^NV^a^. \% *^^ 
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character of the man ? What is his position in 
the sight of God ? Jabez was more honorable 
than his brethren. Now, in what did this consist? 
Was it that he had gained for himself a reputation 
in arms or letters? Did the honour of his 
position consist in the greatness of his flocks and 
herds ? He may have been remarkable in each 
of these respects ; but such distinction finds na 
record here. His prayer is the only thing which 
stamps the man, and in this we must look for 
the secret of his character. The term seems 
afterwards to be explained by God Himself, for 
He says in the book of Isaiah, " Since thou wast 
precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable." 
From which we see that according to the Bible 
true honour rests not in any marks of worldly 
approval, but in acceptance with God ; and he 
alone is honourable, who, washed in the precious 
blood of Christ, is walking in the light of God's 
countenance, and is looking for favour and 
blessing. That this has everything to do with 
success in prayer, we may at once understand ; 
for if we are not leading holy lives, the desire 
of the heart would surely not be for what is 
good ; and in such a case the heart would not 
be in a fit state to receive the blessings did 
they come. And so the man of God says, 
^*If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord 
will not hear." From which it is plain that 
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in order to obtain a blessing the heart must 
be right. 

Again the apostle says, '• Whatsoever we ask 
we receive of Him, because we keep His com- 
mands, and do those things that are pleasing in 
His sight" From which it is evident that the 
life must be right, if we are to pray with any 
assurance of success. And these two go together,, 
the heart and the life, to make the man: the 
heart the chief, the life the index of that which 
is within. It is to these God looks when we go 
to Him in prayer. Are we not justified then in 
saying that the character of the man is of the 
highest importance.? It is to this Grod points 
at the very outset : Jabez was more honourable 
than his brethren. 

II. The character of his prayer. We marvel 
sometimes at the saints of old, and wonder at the 
great success they had in prayer with God. I 
believe the secret of their power was in the 
matter of their prayer: they put God's word 
before Him, they reminded Him of what He had 
said. Jacob did this, and Moses, and Nehemiah, 
and so did the man before us, Jabez. The very 
title by which he chose to address the Lord is 
worthy of remark. He calls upon Him by that 
name which had been given for power in prayer : 
he supplicates the God of IstaeV ^\iX.m^«^oa5^ 
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does his prayer consist ? We have said that it 
was built upon the Word of God : and so it was. 
He asks for blessings in spiritual things; he 
pleads for blessings in temporal matters. And 
whatever else he may have known of the revela- 
tion made by God to man, these certainly form 
the sum and substance of the promises. The 
earliest blessings which we find on earth run 
thus : God blessed them, saying, " Be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it." 
But yet there was an earlier blessing still, an 
eternal one: "Blessed be the God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings, in all heavenly places 
in Christ, according as He has chosen us in Him 
before the foundation of the world." In these 
together there is the assurance given by God of 
blessing in temporal and spiritual things. On 
these the prayer of Jabez rested : it was built 
upon the Word of God. And such must be the 
character of successful prayer. The apostle says, 
" This is the confidence that we have in Him : 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He 
heareth us." You may have prayed and perhaps 
received no answer, but there is no doubt God 
saw that what you asked would have done you 
harm instead of good. 

We read in the gospel of Mark of three prayers : 
two were answered, and one was not. The first 
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prayer was from the devils : they prayed to Jesus. 
They said, " Send us into the swine ; " and Jesus 
sent them. The second was, " The people prayed 
that Jesus would depart out of their coasts." 
And oh, how dreadful ! Jesus did depart out of 
their coasts. The third prayer was from the man 
who had been possessed of the devil, whom Jesus 
healed, who sat at His feet clothed, and in his 
right mind. He prayed that he might be with 
Jesus ; but Jesus suffered him not, but said, " Go 
home to thy friends, and show how great things 
Jesus hath done for thee." 

Remember, whatever befalls you in your daily 
life, it is God : He sees it is best for you. It 
may be a blow in your family, the loss of those 
we love ; but whatever it may be, it is the will 
of God. But be assured of the great fact, the 
Scripture cannot be broken, — that our covenant 
God cannot withdraw from His word : we have 
only to plead His promises in prayer, and we 
have confidence in our approach to Him. This 
was the character of the prayer before us. Jabez 
may have had very little light indeed, but he 
rested on the promises given : he said, " Oh, 
that Thou wouldest bless me indeed ! " And 
oh let us ask ourselves, — Is ours a life of prayer 
If any heart must answer that it is not, oh, I 
entreat you begin and make it so now! Take this 
lesson to yourself: study it well witlv\a^X\^.'^^^^^^ 
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study it with prayer. God has set His stamp on 
such a life as this, showing the conversion of the 
soul : " Behold he prayeth/' Oh may yours 
henceforth be. such a life of close communion 
with your God, so that in the end you may find 
it fully true, as Jabez did. " The Lord granted 
him that which he requested." 
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III. 



ISAIAH LV. 3. 



** Incline your ear, and come unto Me : hear, and your soul 
shall live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David." 



" IT EAR, and your soul shall live." What 
1 1 person on earth is there that does not 
wish their soul to live ? They wish when they pass 
into eternity to be with God, and enjoy pleasures 
for evermore. But one solemn fact is, unless our 
souls live here on earth, they cannot live after- 
wards in heaven; and unless we are really children 
of God, our souls are dead. What is death, then ? 
Is it to cease to exist ? Certainly not. Is it annihi- 
lation ? No. It is passing out of one state into 
another. Therefore dead in sins, as black as they • 
may be, " Hear, and your soul shall live." But 
in consideration of these words we will take the 
Saviour's own words : " Take heed how ye hear/' 
We read in Ezekiel xxxvii. the words oC \!sns. 
Prophet : " The hand of the "Lotd ^^& >a.^oxv xsv^ 
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and carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord, and 
set me down in the valley, which was full of 
bones : lo, they were very dry." Could the 
Prophet cause life to come to the dead ? Certainly 
not ; neither can God's ministers make a man's 
soul live. But how was this miracle wrought ? 
The Lord God sent His Spirit: He gave the 
word, and it was done. See also in the cases of 
the miracles caused by Elisha and Elijah. In 
each case they prayed for the Spirit ; but not so 
in the miracles of our blessed Lord while on 
earth. Look at the raising of Lazarus, Jairus' 
daughter, the widow's son : they were all raised 
to life by the voice of the Saviour. Life only 
comes of God. 

We take care enough of our bodies ; and of 
how much more importance the soul is ! If you 
were stricken down with a malady, or disease, 
why every means would be resorted to to cure 
you, no expense would be spared, and all your 
friends would be in a state of anxiety about you. 
Oh, why not about your soul ? But remember 
the words, " Take heed how ye hear." And how 
very few do take heed. What is the doctrine 
that is being preached around us in the present 
day ? What is it that attracts so many to some 
places of worship? Grand music, decorations, 
fashionable congregations, and the minister gor- 
geously decked in his ritualistic robes ; and the 
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sermon, oh, sad to say, often not even founded 
on God*s Word ! How awful to think of! They 
will tell you this part of the Bible is true, and 
not the other. Another party will tell you that 
God will not punish sin : that it will all be looked 
over. Another will tell you he does not believe 
in the atonement, nor in the blood ; when God's 
Word tells us, "Without shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sins." Another will tell you 
that the elements of the bread and wine contain 
the real presence of Christ; when we are dis- 
tinctly told that Jesus dwells in the believer, and 
not in the elements. Oh, is not this sin very 
great ! Another will tell you that he does not 
believe in the creation of man ; when we are 
plainly told, "God created man in His own 
image: male and female created He them." 
And yet those who say such things are called, by 
the world, clever men. That is what science and 
philosophy has brought about It might be said 
some people make their own religion, their own 
Bible, and choose their own God. Then let us 
listen to the words of Jesus : " Take heed how 
ye hear," and what we hear. Our blessed Lord 
evidently foresaw a great deal when He gave 
this warning. Oh, how cold are our services in 
the present day to what they used to be in the 
early Christian Church, when the little band o€ 
true followers would meet to^<^>i\fix^ ^^w^ $sx-5ic« 



20 SCATTERED SEED. 

near to God, humbly in spirit and in truth ! Oh, 
do hear, and your soul shall live ! If you will 
not hear now, the day is fast coming when you 
must hear. Yesi, all must hear the voice of the 
Son of God ; and they that hear shall live, when 
the voice of the archangel and the trump of God 
shall call to judgment. Your body may have 
been lying years forgotten in a lonely churchyard, 
but the voice of the Son of God will rouse to 
judgment What a solemn thought is this ! 
You must then stand before the God of love, 
rejected and refused. The day of salvation will 
be passed, and God will have to say, " Depart 
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire." Delay 
no longer : the day of grace is fast ebbing to a 
close. Let your motto be, "Jesus only:" He 
will be your help and stay in life and in death. 
When my spirit is about to take its flight to the 
unseen world, it shall be, " Jesus only ; " and when 
I stand before the great white throne, the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, "Jesus only." Then shall I 
see the King in His beauty ; and shall have the 
blessed satisfaction to know what a blessed thing 
it was, while on earth, to hear, so that my soul 
might live. 




IV. 

[Read Psalm Iv. Text explained, part of verse 22.] 

WHAT words can be more precious than 
these ? But perhaps you say, What 
burden ? You may not think you have a burden 
to get rid of; but we all have a burden to bear. 
But what a blessed assurance! God has here 
offered to bear it for us, if we will cast it upon 
Him. 

Now let us very briefly consider three kinds 
of burdens : 

• I. The burden of sin. 

n. The burden of sorrow. 

HI. The burden of care. 

I. The burden of sin. And this is a burden 
we all have to bear, — rich and poor ; for we have 
it by nature : we were bom in sin. We only 
have to look around in the world, where we see 
sin on every hand, — old and young, rich axsji. 
poor. And should we go ot^ atvSk. \vsi^ \sv ^xcJ^ 
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Why did Christ die, but for our sin ? Was He 
not the Sin-bearer, and died the cursed death on 
Calvary for us all ? And I am sure we all feel 
sin a burden. And what a blessing to feel it so'! 
If we wish to get rid of it, drown not these 
feelings: it is the Holy Ghost speaking; it is 
Jesus convincing of sin. Remember the words 
in St John's Gospel: "When He is come. He 
will convince the world of sin.'* Look to Calvary : 
behold Him hanging there. Oh, what love ! He 
was made sin for us, who knew no sin. Will 
you not then cast this burden, this heavy burden 
on Jesus ? For His words are, " Cast thy burden 
on Me, and I will sustain it." 

II. The burden of sorrow. This God sends 
upon all of us, in one form or another : it is a 
chastisement of God. And what is more blessed 
than to bear God's chastisement ? " For whom 
the Lord loveth He chasteneth ; and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth." And in what 
a many different forms this comes upon us ! But 
it comes sooner or later. And what do we want 
when we feel in this lonely sorrowful state ? 
Why we want someone to sympathize with us ; 
not to pity ; for pity goes a very little way to 
comfort us. We want sympathy. And who can 
sympathize with us as well as Jesus can ? For 
He was a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
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grief. "Surely He has borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows; for the Lord has laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all." But I said sorrow 
was a chastisement : it is, indeed. Look at 
Abraham : what sorrow he must have had and 
felt when he was told by God to take his dearly- 
loved son, his only son, and offer him for a 
sacrifice ! But this sorrow was only sent to try 
his faith ; for in the midst of his anguish, — ^when 
he was raising the knife, — an angel was sent from 
God, who said, " Lay not thy hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything to him ; for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thine only son from Me." Here was 
sympathy for Abraham. Look again at the case 
of Jacob, when he was in his great sorrow for 
his son Joseph, when he said it would bring his 
grey hairs down with sorrow to the grave. But 
God had raised Joseph to a high post, and 
permitted his father Jacob to go down into 
Egypt to see his son. Look at the case of Job, 
and others. We might single out hundreds of 
examples ; but never yet did God let any of 
them suffer, but for a time. The dark cloud soon 
passes, though it seems long to us ; and then the 
glorious sun appears, to brighten and make glad 
all the pictures of nature. Yes, we have an High 
Priest who can be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. 
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And one word on chastisement It is only- 
sent to us here : it is not punishment ; but to try 
and prove us. The Refiner would cast us into 
the furnace ; but only to refine us, — to fit us for 
heaven. And then there will be no chastisement ; 
nor is there in hell : there is no chastisement 
there, but punishment. Oh, if any have any 
sorrow that seems too heavy to bear, look to 
Jesus : lean on Him ! " Cast your burden on 
the Lord, for He will sustain thee." 

HI. The burden of care. And this is the 
burden we all make for ourselves. God never 
sends care on any of us, for He says, " Be careful 
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication let your requests be made known 
unto God." And why should we bring care on 
ourselves.? Why should we worry about such 
little trivial things as we do, when God tells 
us plainly not to do so, — and these trivial things 
generally are house affairs, business, family, etc., 
— instead of leaving all such things in the hand 
of God ? God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches, by glory in Christ Jesus. God 
will provide all. As in the case of Joseph : did 
not God take care there was no water in the pit } 
In feeding the five thousand, did not God take 
^^e that there was much grass in the place.? 
-^nd if you are burdened in anyway, — if with sin, 
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go to the Sin-bearer, Jesus : He will free you of 
that heavy load. Or if bowed down with sorrow 
and grief, it is Jesus alone can relieve you. Why 
should you be like Martha, — cumbered with many 
cares.? Jesus reproved her; but oh, in such 
kindness ! And He does the same to you. Oh, 
cast your troubles on Jesus. Cast thy burden 
on the Lord, and He will sustain it for you. 



:.t/^^^ 



V. 



2 TIMOTHY IV. 6. 

" For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 

is at hand/' 

DEATH is a very solemn thing, look at it in 
what way we may ; and solemn as it is, it 
will come to all of us, sooner or later. You may 
be in health and strength to-day, but that is no 
criterion of what you may be to-morrow. You 
may feel well and happy, and yet there may be 
some inward disease at work, which you are not 
aware of. Yes, death must come to us all: it 
spares not one ; it visits the rich as well as the 
poor, the young as well as the old, the healthy 
as well as the weak ; yea, even the little babe. 
We have only to look around us: how many 
that were here but a short time ago, to every 
appearance, full of health and strength, — they 
are gone : death has been, and swept them away. 
Then let us consider, and ask ourselves, if it 
should come to us next, are we prepared ? 
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But I said death at all times was a solemn 
thing ; and it is. It is the time when the soul is 
launching forth into eternity ; and it is sad to 
say how many a soul passes into eternity without 
having thought for one moment of the future 
that awaits them. And although we speak of 
death as a solemn thing, it is to the Christian a 
happy state. He feels that to depart and be with 
Christ is far better ; he looks upon it only as a 
sleep ; he feels that it is only absent in the body 
to be present with the Lord, and those that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with Him. He knows 
that his sin is put away ; that Jesus has been 
made sin for him, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
But with all the solemnity of death, it is a lovely 
sight to see the death of a believer ; though, as 
I have said, how many a soul passes into eternity 
without having cared for God, or thought about 
his soul. What a grievous sight! They seem 
as if they would rather have the curtain left 
drawn on the future ; they feel and know well 
all their past life; they are afraid to think of 
their sins ; they look upon God as one who would 
delight to punish, instead of viewing Him as a 
loving Saviour, plenteous in mercy, and of great 
kindness. Such a case as this is indeed sad ; but 
if they will but cry to God for mercy and pardon, 
although at the eleventh hour, 'w^ feA -assox^^ 
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that He heareth them. And yet the question is 
often raised, Will God not recall my past sins, 
and cast me away for ever ? But I will answer, 
in God's own words, No : for He Himself hath 
said, " I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
sins, and as a cloud thy transgressions." How 
often do we see a thick cloud, that has been 
hanging over our neighbourhood ever so long, 
pass away; and then the glorious sun bursts 
out, bringing with it light and happiness. But 
often even then there are little clouds blowing 
to and fro. But Grod will disperse all, ever so 
great, or small : " I will blot out as a thick cloud 
thy transgressions." And God said this to His 
people of old, before His dear Son came. But 
thanks be to God, the Sun of righteousness has 
risen with healing on His wings; and He has 
confirmed these truths by shedding His own 
blood. It pleased the Father, that in Him all 
fulness should dwell ; for that, without shedding 
of blood, is no remission of sin. Again you may 
say. Will not God bring any of my transgressions 
to my remembrance ? No : for He has said, ' 
" As far as the east is from the west, so far hath 
He removed our transgressions from us." Or 
do you say, " Will not all my sins be written in 
God's book of remembrance ? " No : for He has 
said, "Thy sins and transgressions I will re- 
member no more : I will cast them into the 
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depths of the sea." And this is even for all 
those who will ask for God's forgiveness, who are 
really sorry for their misdoing, and desire mercy. 
What a blessing to live in a state of preparation ! 
The words of the text before us, " The time 
of my departure is at hand," are the words of 
St. Paul, when he felt himself to be very near 
death. And the text might be translated in the 
original, " The time of my death is at hand ; " 
but as it has the same meaning, we will speak 
of it as we find it here. What a lovely scene 
to behold this aged servant of Christ looking 
forward to death in this calm peaceful manner, 
ready to depart and be with Christ; which is 
far better ! And in what a calm and peaceful 
way he meets death ! And what is it gives him 
such peace ? It is faith in believing. He knows 
his sin is put away ; he knows the last part of 
his life has been spent in glorifying his Saviour. 
And you may say. How can he feel and know 
his sin is put away ? for what was he before ? A 
blasphemer, a persecutor, a murderer ; for he had 
taken the lives of many when on his way to per- 
secute the Church of Christ But he knows Jesus 
came for the worst of sinners, therefore for him ; 
he knows God has been his Friend on the journey 
of life, and therefore He will be his Guide in 
death. And if you study the life of St Paul, 
you toU see how the Lord was witk \xykv m -a^ 
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his undertakings; and wherever' he went He 
delivered him out of the hand of his enemies. 
When Paul was at Corinth, the Lord encouraged 
him in his work : He spake to him by night, 
and said, "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace ; for I am with thee, and no man 
shall hurt thee : for I have much people in this 
city." Again, when Paul was brought before 
the Council : " At night the Lord stood by him, 
and said, " Be of good cheer, Paul : for as thou 
hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou 
also bear witness of Me at Rome." Again, when 
the ship had almost become a wreck : " Behold, 
an angel of God stood by him, and said. Fear 
not, Paul : God hath given thee all them that 
sail with thee." See how God was with His 
servant : He never left him ! and now, when 
the time of his departure was at hand, He still 
was with him, and gave him this peace. Paul 
was satisfied with his past life : he felt that he 
had lived aright; and so he is led to say, "I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
■course, I have kept the faith." Oh, what a grand 
thing to be able to look back upon such a life ! 
Can we look back on ours with such satisfaction ? 
If we were this day called into the presence of 
God, could we look back on our life in this 
satisfactory way ? Paul did ; and as well as 
looking back, this aged servant could look 
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forward. He knew what was awaiting him : he 
knew that He was faithful who promised. He 
says, " Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the l-rord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me in that day ; and 
not to me only, but unto all those that love His 
appearing." You see he does not pause or 
consider ; but he is certain : he says, " There is 
laid up for me." He knew Jesus had gone to the 
many mansions, "that where He is, there we 
might be also." Yes, Jesus has gone to heaven, 
to prepare a place for us; and He will come 
again, and receive us unto Himself. And He 
does not say this crown is only for Himself. 
No : He excludes no one. He says, " Not for 
Me only, but unto all those that love His 
appearing." What a glorious thought for us! 
There is a crown laid up for us all, — a crown of 
righteousness. Never let us forget this. We may 
have much to bear in our pilgrimage. Though 
it may appear to us that God has forsaken us, 
remember, Jesus felt the same; for when He 
drank the bitter cup of God's vengeance He 
cried, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " And a bitter cup it was ; but 
Jesus drank it even to the dregs. Yes : He died 
that we might have a crown of righteousness. 

And can we not take a lesson from the words, 
** The time of my departure is at lva.TA" \ Vi-^x^ 
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IS a word for all. To the aged : for, humanly 
speaking, they may be called first Oh, see that 
yours IS a living saving faith ! See that you have 
really decided for Christ, that you are living to 
the gloiy of His great name, that you are waiting 
for His appearance; and if you are, you shall 
receive a crown of glory, which fadeth not away. 
And this crown, although a prize, is offered to 
all who will join in the competition for it 
Young people, this is a word which speaks to 
you. If God should call you next, are you 
prepared to die ? Remember, now, your Creator 
in the days of your youth. I know how bright 
the world and the things of time appear to you. 
You may be in the enjoyment of health and 
strength, and life is full of promise ; but I have 
seen the bud that gave such promise of life and 
beauty, nipped by the chilling wind, droop its 
head, and wither, and die. Have you decided 
for Christ } Are you assured that Jesus is your 
Saviour, so that, come what may, you are safe 
for eternity? "Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sins of the world." If any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous ; and he is the propitiation 
for our sins ; and not for ours only, but for the 
sins of the whole world. 
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VI. 



HEBREWS IX. II, 12. 

"But Christ being come an High Priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this building ; 

"Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own 
blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption y2?r tfs," 

WE cannot read this Scripture, of Christ 
being made an High Priest, without 
knowing that man always had a priest. No 
matter who you asked, no matter what nation, 
not even if it is a country where the Gospel's 
rays have never penetrated, — man will tell you he 
has a priest. And to understand this we must 
look at the Book of Leviticus, where we read of 
the priests ; and though they died one after the 
other, still others were ordained to take their 
place, so that the people were never without a 
priest. Look well through the Old Testament, 
and you read of their different offerings. There 
was a trespass offering, the sin of[tiVx\.'^^>2afc^^'^^^ 

D 



34 SCATTERED SEED. 

offering, and many others ; but now the Levitical 
dispensation has passed away. "But Christ being 
come an High Priest of good things to come, by 
a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building ; 
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by 
His own blood He entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." 
This is the Priest we want : Christ Himself. It 
was one of the most precious types of our Lord, 
— ^the Priesthood. The entry of Israels High 
Priest into the Holy of holies, was typical of 
Christ passing into the heavens in His glorious 
ascension. The constant work of the priests in 
their daily application of the blood, which you 
will see in Hebrews ix., was typical of the daily 
cleansing of the sinner in the blood of Christ. 
Thus the whole priesthood was typical of our 
one great High Priest, in whose person was 
centred every priestly power, in whose death was 
gathered up every sacrificial act. There are 
niany ways in which we might consider the High 
nest : his garments for glory and beauty, his 
pecial. anointing, his sacrifices; in all of which 
th ^/^^^ learn much concerning our Lord. But 
Ixe 1 ^^^ appearings, marked by the apostle at 
.^^ , ^^^ ^f the chapter before us, will give us a 

■tt^ wie morning of the day of atonement the 
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High Priest appeared before the people. And 
what did they behold ? One taken from among 
themselves : one therefore who could sympathize 
with them in everything; but one whom God 
had chosen: and this one to offer sacrifice for 
all. The next act of the High Priest was to 
enter the holy of holies with the blood of the 
sacrifice, and thus to appear before Grod for the 
people. He bore the names of the people 
collectively on his shoulders, and individually 
on his heart Once more the High Priest 
appeared before the people at the close of his 
intercession, and this time to let them know that 
their sin was put away, and to give them the 
assurance of pardon, and peace, and blessing. 
And are not these appearings pictures of the 
work of Christ ? He has appeared to man for 
sacrifice ; He is appearing before God for inter- 
cession; He shall appear from heaven for the 
blessing of His people. 

Thus we see the blessedness of having such a 
faithful High Priest, who has passed into the 
heavens, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us. " But Christ, being come an High Priest of 
good things to come." What a difference is 
made by that little word tut to the sinner 
approaching God ! Under the law there was the 
remembrance again of sins every year ; but ^'^ 
blood of bulls and of goats coxsid^. tvsn^x \a^^ 
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away sins, and the poor Israelite could never be 
assured of perfect peace and foi^iveness. Under 
the law, too, the priesthood was always changing, 
by reason of death ; while they were mere men, 
who had infirmity, and needed daily to offer up 
sacrifice, first for their own sins, and then for 
the people's. But what a difference it makes to 
us in Christ, the incarnate Son of God, " being 
come an High Priest of good things to come ! " 
Think what He has done : appeared, to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. This was the 
first work of tiie High Priest on the day of 
atonement, — ^to offer sacrifice. But Christ has 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever. " In Whom 
we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sin." 
Think again of what He is doing : " Christ is 
entered into heaven now, to appear in the 
presence of God for us." Intercession was the 
High Priest's second work on the day of 
atonement; but it was only for the year. Here, 
however, is One "who ever liveth, to make 
intercession for us." And what is He yet to do ? 
" Unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time, without sin unto salvation." 

The High Priest's last act, as I have said, 
was to appear and assure the people of forgive- 
ness; but only for the past year. There was 
always the remembrance of sin ; but Christ shall 
i.^'snthout sin unto salvation." Is it not 
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5uch a High Priest that we need? "Seeing, 
then, that we have a great High Priest that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession." In i Peter ii. 
we read : " To whom coming, as unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious, ye also, as living stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ." If we are God's children, we are 
built up of a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
even Christ Jesus : an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Look, then, to Jesus as your High Priest. 
Remember, all His sorrow and pain while on 
earth was to obtain eternal redemption for us. 
Oh, in all our troubles and trials let us fly to 
Jesus : He will help. " For He is a Priest for 
^ver, after the order of Melchisedek." 
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VII. 

ISAIAH XLIII. 25. 

** I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine 
own sake, and will not remember thy sins." 

WHAT a wonderful thought it is, — the 
forgiveness of sins ! A thought which 
concerns each one ; for all have sinned, and 
come; short of the glory of God, and therefore 
need forgiveness. And here it is, freely offered : 
*' I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins." Consider these words in 
three parts. 

I. It is God Himself who blots out our sin. 

II. It is for His own sake that He does so. 

III. He blots them out from His own memory. 

And this could never have been done if it 
had not been for the Lord's death ; for without 
shedding of blood there could be no remission 
f sin. Study the Old Testament well, and you 
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will see that there was blood-shedding to obtain 
forgiveness of sin. We cannot read our Bibles 
without noticing the frequent mention of blood- 
shedding in connection with the history of sinful 
and redeemed man : it runs like a scarlet thread 
throughout the whole narrative. We do not 
read of it before the fall, but directly afterwards. 
We find Abel offering a Lamb; we find God 
commanding the Jewish people to offer beasts 
continually ; the Church of God is spoken of as 
purchased with His own blood ; the redeemed 
in glory are washed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb. " I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins." There is the 
burden of sin resting on us all. And how many 
a one wishes to be rid of this burden ! The law 
shows us the nature of the load : how heavy it 
is. The Gospel shows us One who has carried 
the load for us : it reveals to us Christ's power 
to forgive. But when we look at God's character 
and God's law, forgiveness might appear unlikely; 
the voice of conscience, too, pronouncing judg- 
ment, make it seem unlikely. But God meets 
man upon this ground ; for directly after offering 
the sinner abundant forgiveness, He says, lest 
you should doubt it, " My thoughts are not as 
your thoughts, nor my ways as your ways." 
But how complete forgiveness is I ^xvi. Kiccfi* S& 
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as fully declared in the Gospel as the punishment 
of sin is in the law: it speaks, in the verse 
before us, about being blotted out, as a cancelled 
debt. ** I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins." Scattered as a cloud before 
the sun, covered as by the mercy seat, removed 
as far as the east is from the west, cast behind 
the back of the Judge. You remember when 
the High Priest entered into the holy of holies 
he went in alone, to make atonement for himself 
and the people. No one entered there but the 
priest himself: it was shut out from the people 
by a vail. But, what a joyful thought, — that vail 
has been taken away, and we can now go to 
God ourselves ! Not let a priest go for us. No. 
On that solemn Friday afternoon, — that solemn 
death scene on Calvary, — when the rocks were 
rent, then the vail of the temple was rent in 
twain, from the top to the bottom, — mark that ! 
not from the bottom to the top. The priests did 
not tear it, the people did not rend it, — ^but God 
alone. Therefore giving us free access unto Him, 
through His Son; making His word for ever 
true : " I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins.*' 

And now let us consider our three points very 
briefly. 
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I. It is God who blots our transgressions; 
for God alone can forgive sin. And notice that 
word blot : take them completely away. " I 
will cast all thy sins into the depths of the sea, 
and will not remember them ; " "I will cast thy 
sins behind my back." I care not how bad you 
are or have been, or how heinous the sins you 
have committed, — God will, through his Son, 
forgive them, if you only confess to Him. 
Remember, — to Him : not to man, but to God 
Himself. " If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves ; but if we confess our sins. He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." David, 
good as he was, committed grievous sins ; 
but he went and confessed them to God. We 
hear him saying, "Against Thee only have I 
sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight ;" ** Hide 
Thy face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities." 

II. He blots them out for His own sake, so 
that His work may be fully accomplished. He 
died and rose again, and ascended, and is now 
at the right hand of God, ever living, to make 
intercession for us. 

III. He blots it out from His memory. " I, 
even I, am He that blotteth out thy tt^.\\s»"^^^€vsciB. 
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for mine own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins." Wonderful fact : God blotting out sin from 
His memory ! There are only three books that 
God has to do with : one is on earth, two are in 
heaven. The Bible,— the Book of Remembrance^ 
— ^the Book of Life, where the names of His 
faithful and forgiven ones are recorded. Let 
each one of us pray that the Lord will write 
each of our names in the Lamb's Book of Life. 
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VIII. 

LUKE X. 39. 

**And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus^ 

feet, and heard His word." 

HOME, be it of what kind it may, is the 
dearest place we have on earth. We may 
wander far, and the scenery may be very fine, 
and the air purer ; we may see much to amuse 
and interest us : but still it is not the same as 
our home. It must be a hard heart that is care- 
less about the matter. And while we look on 
our earthly home with such pleasure, let us not 
forget to look on the home above, — to the many 
mansions which Jesus has gone to prepare for 
all who love Him. But if we wish to inherit the 
home above, we must live for Jesus in our homes 
here: that is the secret of happiness here, as 
well as hereafter. To make good husbands and 
good wives, good parents and good children, 
good masters and good servants, ^^ tcv-vxsX. Vsm^ 
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Jesus dwell in our homes, and it is there that 
our duty first lies. 

Let us consider then this home of Bethany, 
and see what manner of one it was. It was a 
home that Jesus loved ; for He had no home of 
His own while on earth: when a Babe, not even a 
cradle, but a manger ; and in His daily walk of 
life, when His day's work was done, and every 
one returned to his own home, Jesus went 
unto the Mount of Olives. Foxes had holes, 
and the birds of the air had nests, but the Son 
of man had not where to lay His head. 

Look then at the inmates of this home. It 
consisted of a brother and two sisters, — Lazarus, 
Martha, and Mary. They appear to have been 
in fair circumstances, — first, on account of the 
alabaster box of ointment, which in those days 
was considered very costly. But the chief 
character in this scene is Mary: "And she had 
a sister called Martha, which also sat at Jesus' 
feet, and heard His word." Jesus seems to have 
loved one as much as the other. The first thing 
when Jesus enters Martha begins to- prepare 
some refreshment for Him after His journey. 
But where is Mary ? She is sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, hearing His word. She may have at 
times been much occupied in domestic life ; but 
here she has left her sister to make the prepara- 
tions, and her time is taken up with Jesus^ 
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What a blessed fact ! It does not make out that 
Mary was of a careless disposition : but she was 
of a different temperament to her sister. What 
follows ? Martha was angry : *' Martha was cum- 
bered about much serving, and came to Him^ 
and said, Lord, dost Thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her 
therefore that she help me." What was the 
answer ? It was one of reproof, and yet it was 
one of love: "Jesus said unto her, Martha^ 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many thing3 : but one thing is needful : and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her." Oh, then, seek 
to take up Mary's position, — sitting at the feet 
of Jesus ! You may have much to think about 
and do in your every-day life ; but let nothing 
hinder you from this : it is the one thing needful. 
How often are we hurried about in every-day 
affairs, which perhaps even keep you from com- 
munion with your God, which keep you from 
the study of His Word. You know it too well. 
Oh, strive to make time for your Grod ! Jesus 
commended Mary for this: He did not reprove 
her for not assisting her sister Martha. No: 
for while one was preparing the temporal 
refreshment, the other was feeding on the Bread 
of Life which came down from heaven, which 
was able to save her soul. 
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Another visit to this home of Bethany, and 
how do we find them ? Take it from St. John's 
Gospel, eleventh chapter. We find them here 
in trouble, for Lazarus is sick. " Therefore his 
sisters sent unto Jesus, saying, Lord, Behold, he 
whom Thou lovest is sick ;" and Jesus went to 
their home, and abode there two days. Jesus 
did indeed love that home, and its occupants. 
But what is the consequence of Lazarus' illness ? 
He dies, and is buried ; and when Jesus comes 
again He finds he has lain in the grave four days 
already. And in what state is Martha.? As 
soon as she heard Jesus was coming she went 
and met Him ; but Mary sat still in the house. 
Look at the contrast. Martha's first words are, 
" Lord, if Thou hadst been here my brother had 
not died ; " and the answer of comfort is this : 
"Thy brother shall rise again." Martha then 
goes and tells her sister Mary that Jesus has 
come, and Mary goes in haste to meet him ; and, 
the same as before, she falls down at His feet 
and says, " Lord, if Thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died." Mary's place was always 
at Jesus' feet. What follows ? " Jesus wept." 
Wept at the grave of Lazarus. Lazarus came 
forth in his grave clothes, and was delivered 
again to his sorrowing sisters. 

In our next visit to the home of Bethany we 
find them assembled at a feast. Martha served, 
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and Lazarus was one that sat at the table. 
Then took Mary a pound of spikenard ointment, 
very precious, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair ; and the house 
was filled with the odour of the ointment. It 
was customary in those days, in Eastern coun- 
tries, for the guests to have their feet washed 
before sitting down to meat, and it was the duty 
of a menial to do this. Mary did not leave the 
feet of Jesus to be washed by a menial. No: 
you will always find her taking up this position. 
And in St. Mark's Gospel we are told that she 
broke the box, so anxious was she that all the 
contents should be emptied out. And more 
than this: Jesus said, "She did it for my burial.*' 
You may not be able to take up quite the posi- 
tion of a Mary, but remember the smallest 
tribute is not foigotten by Jesus. And what 
did Jesus say of Mary.? "Verily I say unto 
you, wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached 
throughout all the world, this also that she hath 
done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.'* 
Of who else was this ever said } The apostles 
did much, and the disciples, and many men in 
the early Christian Church, but it was never 
said of them. No : it was only of Mary, who sat 
at the feet of Jesus. Oh strive to place yourself 
in that blessed position ! He that said so much 
in commendation of Mary can do all for ^^m^ 
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above all that you could ask or think. Think 
again of the Saviour's words in reference to this 
woman : " Wheresoever this Gospel shall be 
preached throughout all the world, this also that 
she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial 
of her." 
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IX. 

REVELATION I. 17, 18. 

"And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He 
laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not ; I am 
the First and the Last : 

''I am He that liveth and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive 
for evennore. Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death." 

WHAT words can be more appropriate for 
our thoughts to-day than these: "And 
when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And 
He laid His right hand on me, saying unto me, 
Fear not ; I am the First and the Last : I am He 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore." These were the precious 
words of our Saviour to John, who saw this in 
a vision. He tells us " His head and His hairs 
were white like wool, as white as snow ; and His 
eyes were as a flame of fire ; and His feet like 
unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace ; 
and His voice as the sound of matvY -^"aJ^^x^ 
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And He had in His right hand seven stars: 
and out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword : and His countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength. Yes: such was the 
vision which John saw, — ^John the beloved dis- 
ciple of Jesus, the one who had been so much 
with Him on earth, who had reclined on His 
breast. And oh, what words were those which 
Jesus now utters : " I am He that liveth and was 
dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore." 

At the commencement of the Bible we read 
that a cherubim and a flaming sword kept the 
way of the tree of life. And what now ? That 
sword has drunk His very life blood, and His 
blood has secured us an entrance into heaven : 
Jesus has paid the debt for us. Oh, when we 
think that all His suffering was to secure ms 
happiness, and His rising again has compkted 
that grand work, the finished work of Christ! 
for if Jesus had not risen again the Scriptures 
would not have been fulfilled, the Bible would 
not have been complete ; it would be of no use 
to preach or teach : for " if Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain ; " it would be no tise 
to warn the sinner, to comfort the saint But 
thanks be to God, Jesus has risen and conquered 
death, and opened unto us the gate of ever- 
lasting life, and He is alive for evermore. He 
has risen and ascended on high, led captivity 
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captive. The cry has been raised : " Lift up 
your heads, atnd be ye lift up ye everlastiiftg 
doors, and the King of glory shall come in." 
Oh then, this Easter Day, shall we not rise with 
Christ ; shall we not give up the things of the 
world, as He did ? And if we would rise with 
Him we tfivtst do that ; for after Jesus rose again 
He did not go again into the world ; for what 
did He say: "I ascend unto my Father and 
your Father, unto my God and your God." 

Yes : if we would be risen with Christ we must 
seek those things which are above. And should 
we not all be risen with Jesus ? Why do we 
meet together for prayer and praise ? Why do 
we profess to be Christians ? Is it because we 
like it, and think it very good ; and because we 
see others do it, Uhat we think we ought ? If 
such is the case, it is an awfully solemn thing. 
Are we not members of Christ ? Place a body 
in a horizontal position : if the head rises the 
other members of the body rise with it Christ 
has risen : He is the Head. If I am one with 
Christ, as He rose so I rise to newness of life. 
This is the present effect of resurrection life. 
He rose to have done with the world, and to 
live witii God: "I live in the likeness of His 
Tesuirrection." But perhaps you say, Why is 
•Christ's resurrection so important ? I can under- 
sStand the importance of His deal^ : but wk^ ^^e* 



52 SCATTERED SEED. 

resurrection: many others were raised from 
the dead ? Yes : many others did rise, but not 
as Christ rose. He had declared Himself to 
be the Son of God. He had said beforehand, 
that as such He should rise again : rising there- 
fore proved Him to be the Son of God, and 
approved of the Father. It is true, also, that 
His death was most important as the bearing 
the punishment due to our sins ; but rising 
afterwards from the dead proved that sin was 
put away, that His sacrifice was accepted. Oh 
remember this, and you will be prepared to see 
how the resurrection displayed the glory of the 
Father in the faithfulness of His word. . He had 
said that Christ should rise again in the manifes- 
tation of His power. It showed that death and 
hell were powerless before Him in the setting 
forth of His righteousness. God's law had been 
broken, and required satisfaction. Here was the 
whole matter settled, the atonement complete, — 
the glory of the Son. By the resurrection Jesus 
was declared to be the Son of God with power. 
Others had been raised by the word of man, to 
whom God had granted the power ; but Christ 
rose of Himself. " I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again," was what He 
said of His life. " Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up ; " and He spake of 
the temple of His body. Yes, He is the glory 
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of His believing people : He is the representative 
of His people, — the second Adam. In knowing 
that He is risen who is their head, they have the 
assurance of their own resurrection and glory. 
This is their hope and comfort. Oh pray for 
the Spirit of God, that He may make you know 
more of Christ and His resurrection ! It is only 
by His Spirit that you can be led to see this. 
The first Adam was a living soul, but the second * 
Adam was a quickening Spirit. Jesus will fill 
you with His Spirit if you only ask Him. 

And why is it that the thought of the resur- 
rection of Jesus gives us such happiness? 
Simply because it is for time and eternity. If 
religion was only to give us peace and pleasure 
here, and insured us nothing hereafter, we should 
be what St Paul says : of " All men the most 
miserable." Jesus has risen : oh glorious thought, 
in this world of sorrow, trial, and suffering ! But 
as I have said before, if we would be risen with 
Christ we must lead new and holy lives. Take 
for instance the case of Jonah, and he is clearly 
meant to show us the resurrection man : he was 
thus a sign unto the Ninevites ; he was thus the 
only sign which Christ would give to the Jews. 
And how was this } What was the peculiar 
character of Jonah's life when brought from the 
gate of hell, when he came forth from the belly 
of the fish ? It was not to do ^xvYS^dlvc^^ ^-x&c^- 
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ordinary: it was to live the old life on new 
principles. God called him not to undertake a 
fresh mission, or work. No sooner was he 
brought from^ the grave than the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah the second time : " Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee." And this is 
the secret of the risen life. It is for us to go 
forth in the power of the Spirit, to live that life, 
to bear that testimony, which before we shrank 
from and refused to do. We must tell others of 
the Word which God has given to us, — show by 
a changed life what He has done for our souls. 

We see time changing around us. Death has 
been and taken away one we loved, and we 
sometimes feel desolate. Our bodily infirmities 
often hinder our spiritual course in active life ; 
but remember the words of Jesus: "I am; He 
that liveth, and was dead ; ctnd, behold, I am. 
alive for evermore." Oh, in the future how 
glorious will it be : " We shall not all sleep, we 
shall all be changed, when the last trump sounds, 
in the twinkling of an eye." " We look for the 
Lord Jesus, who shall change this vile body, to 
be fashioned like unto His glorious body." 

Oh, this is a word that speaks to all ages ! To 

children, though you may be full of happiness 

and promise. Have you this life ? I can tell 

you of a little maid just twelve years old who- 
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was laying at the point of death, and her father 
went to Jesus, and asked Him to come and see 
her, and Jesus went, laid His hand on her, and 
restored her ; and He who gave life to the little 
maid will give it you if you only ask Him. 

To youth. Have you this resurrection life? 
If not, do not rest till you have obtained it. I 
can tell you of a young man whom death had 
grasped, and as they were carrying the body to 
the grave the procession met Jesus, and Jesus 
restored life to that young man, and delivered 
him up to his weeping mother. Oh, seek to 
obtain this new life; for it will give you happiness 
here and to all eternity ! 

And there is a word to those of maturer age. 
I can tell you of one whom death had grasped : 
ah, and he had lain in the grave four days ; but 
Jesus went to the grave and cried with a loud 
voice, " Lazarus, come forth," and Lazarus came 
forth, to the joy of his sorrowing friends. And 
Jesus will give you new life, although you may 
have lived without it long. Oh, cease not 
asking till you receive it! Jesus is waiting to 
be gracious and receive you, that where He is 
there you may be also ; for He says, " I am He 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore." 



X. 

GENESIS XVIII. 22. 

"And the irien turned their feces from thence, and went 
toward Sodom : but Abraham stood yet before the Lord." 

AND "Abraham stood yet before the Lord." 
Let us take a lesson from this on Trinity 
Sunday. And "Abraham stood yet before the 
Lord." In this chapter we find the three Persons 
of the Godhead mentioned. In the ist verse it 
says, "The Lord appeared unto him in the 
plains of Mamre ; " and then in the 2nd verse it 
says, " He lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, 
three men stood by him," and yet he addressed 
himself to them as speaking to one: he says, 
"My Lordr In the 4th verse he says, "Rest 
yourselves under the tree ; " and then in the 8th 
verse, after he had dressed the calf he "set it 
before them; and he stood by them under the 
tree, and they did eat" And then, again, in the 
loth verse : " And he said, I will certainly return 
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unto thee ; " and in the i6th verse it says, ** The 
men rose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom ; " and in the 22nd verse, " And the men 
turned their faces from thence, and went toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the 
Lord." Yes, although there were evidently 
three distinct persons, yet they were one, — for 
" Abraham stood yet before the Lord." Notice 
the position of this man of prayer. Abraham 
had been entreating the Lord to spare the 
wicked city of Sodom. Six times he prayed 
for it, and six times the Lord said, "I will." 
As many times as this man asked, so many 
times did God answer him. Perhaps you say, 
Why did he not go on asking.? Why did he 
not plead for fives' sake } No doubt Abraham 
felt there must surely be ten righteous in that 
city. And here we find a lesson of importunity 
and it is what God delights in : He likes to be 
asked. He encourages importunity. He says, 
" Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." 
And if we have to wait for an answer it is not 
that God is slow to attend, but that He is 
anxious to do more than we expect There can 
be no excuse for not drawing near to God, for 
we have not to go to him as a Judge, nor as a 
King, — but as a Father, a loving Father. You 
have sinned, it is true, but He will forgive, TVl^ 
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earthly father is more grieved than angry when 
be sees his child do wrong, and the same with 
God. We must go to God as our Father, 
through a loving Saviour, and by a Holy Spirit 
Consider these three Persons all included in 
the Father : did not Jesus teach His people this 
when on earth? He said, "If ye ask the 
Father anything in my name, He will give it 
you." Jesus saith, " I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life : no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me." He taught His disciples when 
they prayed to say, "Our Father." A father 
loves his child,— ah, much more than a child can 
love the father ; and your heavenly Father loves 
you. He entreats you to come to Him: He 
says, " I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore with loving kindness have I 
drawn thee." The prodigal that has wandered 
away and forsaken home, when he feels his 
misery and loneliness, says, " I will arise and go 
to my father;" and there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth. But in drawing near to God it must 
be through and for the sake of your Saviour: 
when your prayers are answered the reason is, 
the Father owns you as His child, the Son 
intercedes for you, and the Spirit teaches you. 
Jesus said, " Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name : ask, and ye shall receive, that your 
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joy may be full." Jesus has opened a new and 
living way by His death. Through Him we 
both have access unto the Father. You re- 
member at His death the veil of the temple was^ 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom : yes^. 
the veil of the temple, where the High Priest 
was only allowed to enter in once a year. The 
death- of Jesus has opened this new and living 
way: the way of entrance for the sinner; the 
way that every poor trembling soul may come,, 
enter in, and be safe. Think of such love, — to 
die to make this new way ! Cling to the name 
of Jesus: then, come what may, — come life,, 
come death, come all the trials and difficulties- 
there is, or all the wicked Sodoms, — ^Jesus will be 
your friend, and keep you from all. The Spirit 
itself helpeth our infirmities, for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought ; but the 
Spirit maketh intercession for us, and you must 
have this Spirit to know the power of prayer. 
"Abraham stood yet before the Lord," and he 
was the friend of God. His is the earliest 
prayer that has such deep record. No doubt 
Abel prayed, and Noah, and many others ; but 
Abraham's prayer seems so distinct, and it is 
marked out here that after so many times^ 
praying he " stood yet before the Lord." What 
we want is more real prayer. No one can have 
a real power without prayer. "TVvosvi.^ ^V^rsv 
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thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret 
Himself shall reward thee openly." Oh, never 
give up, but like the patriarch stand still before 
the Lord : it is that which will give you comfort 
both in this life and in that which is to come ! 
And when you stand before the throne and sing 
the new song, your praying life will have 
brought you to the blood-bought throng, to see 
Jesus face to face, who has loved you, and made 
us kings and priests, unto God be all glory and 
praise for ever and ever. 



i^^iri/^^ 



</iji 



XI. 



GENESIS XXXII. 26. 

"And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he 
said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.*' 

LET US consider briefly the life and character 
of Jacob: and his is a wonderful life. What 
was the life of Jacob ? He was, as we know, of 
a very unamiable temper, and very deceitful. 
There is a deal of trickery in his life, which we 
do not like to see in a man. There is covetous- 
ness: we see his covetousness and deceit. He 
knew that his brother was the eldest son, therefore 
he knew it was him that ought to have received 
his Father's blessing: there was deceit, for he 
deceived his poor blind father. And notice the 
deceit there was in the way in which Jacob 
received the blessing. His mother, it is true, 
urged him to it ; but what haste Jacob must 
have made to have prepared the meal before 
Elsau came home ! He took it to his father, and 
received the blessing which he knew was his 
brother's right to have. But one thing I want 
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you to notice in Jacob's life is, that God never 
forsook him. After he had received the blessing, 
Esau, his brother, came in, and brought the 
savoury dish to his old father; and instead of 
receiving the blessing he heard that one had 
been before him, and to him his father had given 
the blessing. Poor Esau, he uttered a bitter 
cry, and said, " Bless me, even me also, oh my 
father ! " And what was the consequence } He 
hated his brother, and Jacob had to flee from his 
home in consequence, and he went to some of his 
wife's relations. But did God forsake him here ? 
No : he gave him a beautiful vision ; and when 
Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said, " Surely the 
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not." And 
Jacob vowed a vow, saying, "If God will be 
with me, and keep me in the way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
so that I come again to my father's house in 
peace, then shall the Lord be my God." .But 
with all this Jacob did not wholly throw himself 
•on God's hands : he seemed to have a way of 
his own, although he would fly to God when his 
•own way failed. But with all his faults, God has 
Himself said in His written Word, Jacob have I 
loved. And what else do we hear of Jacob ? 
He remained many years, and took care of the 
flocks of Laban, and the time came at last when 
.the brothers should be reunited. More than 
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twenty years had passed away since they had 
seen each other. And you will notice, even 
here, Jacob seemed to doubt and fear: he did 
not lean wholly upon God. He thought his 
brother would come forward, with his army of 
men, to kiU him, so he divided his company into 
two bands. But what was the result ? Esau fell 
upon his neck and kissed him. And it was 
when all the company were cleared away, and 
Jacob left alone, that God wrestled with him. 
It was not Jacob that first wrestled with the 
angel, but the angel with Jacob. It was not us 
who first sought God, but God in His loving- 
kindness and mercy first sought us. "There 
wrestled a man with Jacob till the breaking of 
the day, and when he saw that he prevailed 
not against him, he touched the hollow of his 
thigh, and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out 
of joint." Yes : Jacob did not give in, but as 
soon as God touched human nature he was 
weak, and could not stand : it was then that he 
felt his insufficiency, and his need of a Saviour. 
And has such not been the case with many of 
us? All the while we have had health and 
strength we have not thought enough of God ; 
but when taken ill, laid perhaps at death's door, 
then you have felt your need of a Saviour, and 
you have no doubt said, " Oh, if God will raise 
me up, and restore me to health and strength, I 
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will then live to the glory of His great name, 
and lead a new and holy life ! " And God in His 
mercy has raised you up, and restored you to 
health and strength. And what are you doing 
for Him : how are you living ? Oh think upon 
these things, and if you have not thought before 
begin to-day ! And what did the angel say to 
Jacob ? " Let me go, for the day breaketh.'* 
And the firm answer of Jacob was, " I will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me." And what 
was the result ? God did bless him : from that 
hour, yea from that minute, he was a changed 
man. And the angel said unto him, " What is 
thy name } And he said, Jacob. And he said. 
Thy name shall be no more Jacob, but Israel." 
What a glorious change! The deceitful sup- 
planter : this unbelieving, covetous man, is 
changed,— changed by name even. Oh, what is 
your life ? I have no doubt but what you pray 
every day in your life ; but is your prayer like 
Jacob's ? Have you clung to Jesus, demanded 
a blessing by saying, " I will not let Thee go, 
except Thou bless me." This is real prayer^ 
— ^wrestling with God : oh, see to it each one. 
You may be going through the outward forms of 
religion: but there is something more. Jacob 
was a religious man; but his religion was not 
real till God wrestled with him, and not only 
changed his name, but his heart. Oh, ask God 
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to give you strength ! We read in Hosea xii. 4, 
"Yea, he had power over the angel, and pre- 
vailed : he wept, and made supplication unto 
faim : he found him in Bethel, and there he spake 
with us." Ask God to give you the power of 
His Spirit ; and in praying to God to-day, say, as 
Jacob of old, " I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me." 
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LUKE XIV. 17. 



'* And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come ; for all things are now ready." 



<</^'^OME; for all things are now ready." 
V^/ These were the words our Saviour put to 
the Pharisees at whose house he had gone to eat 
bread on the Sabbath day. While at this earthly 
feast Jesus puts forth this parable to show them 
there is another feast awaiting them, and invites 
them by saying, " Come ; for all things are now 
ready." Let us notice the blessedness of coming 
to this Gospel feast. 

In Eastern countries it was the custom at a 
feast that no one went in until a servant or slave 
came out to them, and told them that all things 
were ready. Let us think what three things go 
together to make up a feast: nice company, 
good cheer, great joy ; I think these are the 
three things which make up a feast And what 
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a picture of the Gospel I Nice company. The 
elect people of God, — His chosen ones, — ^those 
who have come at the call of Jesus : what better 
company could you wish than His true followers ! 
Good cheer. And what better cheer could you 
have than the good cheer of the Gospel, — the 
wine, and milk : " Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come buy 
wine and milk without money and without 
price." Great joy. Yes : joy indeed, that when 
the fulness of time was come God sent forth 
His Son, that He might redeem us from the 
curse of the law. Christ died that we might 
have life : and what joy could we have greater 
than this ! 

Notice the invitation that was given, or rather 
the call made. The guests had been invited : a 
messenger now tells them it is time to come in, 
as all is ready. And, oh, have not we been 
invited ? " The Spirit and the Bride say. Come, 
and let him that heareth say, Come, and whoso- 
ever will let him take of the water of life freely." 
Come, just as you are, whoever you are, — ^young 
or old, rich or poor. This word is to all : " Come ; 
for all things are now ready." The Father is 
ready, for even in Old Testament history we 
hear the Father saying, "Come, now, let us 
reason together, saith the Lord, Though y^^"^ 
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sins be as scarlet they shall be as wool, though 
they be red like crimson they shall be as white 
as snow." The Son is ready, for we hear Him 
say, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The 
Spirit is ready : " The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come;" Are we ready.? There must be no 
delay. Now notice the excuses that were offered. 
We are told, they all with one consent began to 
make excuse : but if we examine these excuses, 
each one is a lie. The first said, " I have bought 
a piece of ground, and must needs go and see it : 
I pray thee have me excused : " as if it was 
likely a man would buy a piece of ground with- 
out having first seen it The next one says, " I 
have bought some oxen, and must needs go to 
prove them : " as though it was likely he would 
buy oxen without first proving them. The 
third one said, " I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come." Why, it was just the 
reason why he could come : he was freed for a 
season from all business, and therefore a man 
would be glad to go to a feast, and take his wife 
with him. These are all excuses of earth ; but 
what reason shall we give for not accepting sal- 
vation when we come into the presence of God } 
But oh, what solemn consequences ! Those who 
excused themselves were deprived of all privi- 
le^es. By the Jews rejecting the grace of Grod, 



SCATTERED SEED. 69 

salvation is come to the Gentiles. It is a fearful 
thing to refuse God's Word, or delay its recep- 
tion. Let us take encouragement from the 
words, " Yet there is room : " room for one and 
all, but room for no excuse. 

Notice some of the excuses which are put 
forth every day for not accepting salvation 
which is so freely offered. The excuse of many 
is this : " God will be merciful, I know." Yes : 
God is merciful ; but is that an excuse for not 
accepting Jesus .^ God only shows His mercy 
in one way, — through Jesus Christ: to receive 
God's mercy you must come to Jesus. Another 
says : " I do the best I can." How often do we 
hear this given as an excuse for not deciding for 
Christ ! They are going to heaven by their own 
works. What does God say about our own 
works } " All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." What does He say about our own 
righteousness ? He says, " We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags." So that we can do nothing, but sim- 
ply come to Jesus : no works of our own will get us 
to heaven. Another excuse is, " There is no use 
in trying : God has settled the whole matter. He 
has chosen His own." But is. that an excuse fot 
not coming to God } Thanks be to God, He has 
His chosen ones ; and should not the thought of 
that glorious fact make us give diligence to 
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make our calling and election sure, for those 
that do so shall never fall. Another excuse is, 
" Well, I do believe.*' Yes : but believe in* what ? 
Life through Christ So did the young ruler ; 
but when it came to the point, he could not give 
up earth for Jesus, and he went away exceeding 
sorrowful, for he was very rich. Do you believe 
in judgment ? So did Felix. When Paul 
reasoned with him on righteousness, temperance, 
judgment, Felix trembled ; but only trembled 
through fear. Do you believe in Christ's suf- 
fering, the just for the unjust? So did Judas. 
Do you believe in heaven and hell ? The devils 
believe and tremble. There is no excuse for not 
accepting Jesus as your personal Saviour. But 
another excuse is, "There is time enough." 
What a solemn thought ! Our Lord tells us of 
one who made this excuse, who said, " I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater, and store 
away all my fruit and my goods. And I will say 
to my soul. Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry." But what did God say ? " Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee." Yes : the present time is all we can call 
our own. The past is gone; the future no 
mortal can unravel. And how soon is one day 
gone ! God gives us each time enough to repent ; 
but that time is the present Oh, then, come. 
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for all things are now ready I Christ has died, 
and ascended on high ; redemption's work is 
completed. In dying He has obtained eternal 
life for us: it only remains for us to accept it. 
Then delay no longer. Remember, " Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 
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XIIL 
Christmas ^sts, 

HEBREWS IL 16. 

" For vaSf He toc^ not on ffim &e maturtefvoQ^ : but 
He Xxxk. on Him the seed of Abraham." 

HERE is a thought for us, this Christmas 
Day. By the blessing of God we have 
all been spared to see another, and to enjoy the 
happiness of having our dear families and friends 
around us. God has been very merdfuL Let 
us show forth our thankfulness by praising Him, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives. 

These words are well suited to our thoughts 
to-day. " For verily He took not on Him the 
nature of angels ; but He took on Him the seed 
of AbrahauL" Why was this ? Would you not 
lliink Jesus, who was without sin, would have 
taken upon Him the nature of angels? Why 
diould He take the nature of sinful man? 
one moment about the angels, or 
flneaBengeis. Jesus appeared to many of the 
qH old as an angel : but there is fear from 
's appearance. We see in our Bibles 
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that when an angel appeared, they always 
caused fear; therefore they always said, "Fear 
not" Therefore Jesus took not on Him the 
nature of angels; but He took on Him the 
seed of Abraham; and the promise was given 
first to Abraham, that in his seed should all the 
nations of the earth be blessed. And, secondly, 
it was promised to David : He was to sit upon 
the throne of His father David ; and many pro- 
phecies tell of the certainty of this, and the 
glory of His kingdom. They are called the 
sure mercies of David. Yes : He took not on 
Him the nature of angels ; but He took on Him 
the seed of Abraham. He was perfect man, but 
without sin. He was hungry and wearied, there- 
fore He can understand our frame : He can 
sympathize with us in all our troubles and 
afflictions. Look down the long genealogy of 
Jesus Christ in Matthew i. There are only four 
women mentioned in it, and one is a harlot and 
two are adulteresses. Oh, it is comforting to 
think of Jesus as the Son of man : it makes us 
realize the sympathy of a common nature! 
And what lessons can we gather up from the 
sympathy of Jesus ? Let us learn. The high 
priest was taken from among men for a special 
purpose. And what a precious High Priest we 
have in Jesus : we may come to God by Him 
boldly, and know that all is well. We have a 
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deal to'^give us joy at Christmas time, for Jesus 
has taken our nature upon Him. He was made 
sin for us. " Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Him- 
self likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. Wherefore it behoved Him 
in all things to be made like unto His brethren, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in 
that He Himself hath suffered being tempted. He 
is able to succour them that are tempted." Think 
of these blessed truths to-day. Acknowledge 
Him as your Saviour : He is a faithful High 
Priest, and when the time shall come for you to 
leave this empty world, God grant that we may 
walk with Him in our white robes. Then shall 
it be said, "These are they who came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 



XIV. 

EXODUS XL. 2. 

*' On the first day of the first month shalt thou set up the 
tabemade of the tent of the congregation.'* 

"/^N the first day of the first month shalt 
V^ thou set up the tabernacle." Let us, by 
God's help, briefly consider the tabernacle which 
was here set up in the wilderness. It was all 
typical of Jesus Christ. One of the most 
preciouis types of our Lord was the priesthood. 
Christ is our only Priest. The entry of Israel's 
high priest into the holy of holies was typical of 
Christ passing into the heavens in His glorious 
ascension. "Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, and the 
King of Glory shall come in." The constant 
work of the priests, in their daily application of 
the blood, was typical of the daily cleansing of 
the sinner in the blood of Christ Thus the 
whole priesthood was typical of our one great 
High Priest, in whose person was centred every 
priestly power, in whose death was gathered up 
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every sacrificial act On the morning of the 
day of atonement the High Priest appeared 
before the people : and what did they behold ? 
One taken from among themselves, therefore 
one who could sympathize in every home and 
thing ; one whom God had chosen, and this one 
to offer sacrifice for all. The next act of the 
High Priest was to enter into the holy of holies 
with the blood of the sacrifice, and thus to 
appear before God for the people, at the close of 
His intercession, and this time to let them know 
that the sin was put away, and give them as- 
surance of pardon and blessing. Let us look, 
then, for a few moments, at the tabernacle, and 
see if there is not anything of the building 
typical of Christ. It is under the figure of 
building that the formation of the Church of 
Christ is described in Scripture. The founda- 
tion has been laid strong and deep in the eternal 
counsels of God ; the Rock of Ages forms the 
groundwork; the materials which form this 
edifice are stones of a piece with the foundation 
5tone. They are only chosen in Christ Jesus: 
they have been gathered out by the Spirit, and 
brought together by Him. The style in which 
the building rises is of a piece also with the 
foundation : after the image of Christ ' When 
God builds He brings the pattern from heaven. 
He sent His Son to be the pattern of His 
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spiritual temple, the Church. Thus the building 
advances, though in a measure hidden by the 
scaffolding and rubbish that are about it now : 
it advances to completion, and what shall make 
it complete ? We wait for Christ, the Corner 
Stone, to crown the edifice. 

And there is one great thing to do with the 
tabernacle : that is, sacrifice. We find God com- 
manding the Jewish people to offer beasts con- 
tinually. The Church of God is spoken of as 
purchased with His own blood ; the redeemed 
in glory are washed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Why is this } Without shedding 
of blood there is no remission of sin. When 
the man of old brought the animal, and slew it 
before God, it was as much as to acknowledge 
that he had sinned, and that his life was forfeited. 
The sacrifice pointed to one who should die for 
sinful man. Remember, the beasts were to be 
without blemish, and offered voluntarily, — point- 
ing to One perfectly holy, who should willingly 
die. They were to be presented at the door of the 
tabernacle, to be slain, — showing that by the 
blood is the entry to the Church of God. All 
these point to Jesus, — ^the great Sacrifice for sin. 
And let us notice, lastly, two special things 
inside this tabernacle. There was the shewbread 
and the golden candlestick. And what does the 
shewbread teach us, but that God had supplied 
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for the natural wants of His people as well as 
the spiritual. Jesus says, "I am the bread of 
life." Clearly He would have us learn that 
what bread is to mankind, that He is to the 
believing soul : it is the best of all earthly 
blessings for preserving life and strength. No 
one can do without it : and Jesus is the food of 
our souls. The candlestick is to give light to 
the tabernacle: and here is the great want of 
the soul met by Jesus Christ, for He says, " I am 
the light of the world." In the midst of the 
darkness, consequent on the fall, Jesus was 
promised, and from that time, as with the rising 
5un, the light went on slowly but surely to 
increase, till in the fulness of time God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, and now the 
true light shineth. 

Oh, then, on the first day of the first month 
let us raise the tabernacle! If you wish a 
blessing to rest upon yourselves and families 
you must raise the tabernacle in your own homes. 
Oh, if you have never raised it before, begin 
to-day, and then a blessing shall surely rest 
upon you ; souls will be won to Jesus, and God's 
name magnified, until we come to the right hand 
of God, and sing with the redeemed above, 
" Unto Him that has loved us, and washed us in 
His own blood, to Him be glory now and ever. 
Amen." 




XV. 

JOHN I. 46. 

"And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any goqd thing 
come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto him. Come and see." 

ANDREW brought his brother to Jesus : and 
what could he have done better ? What a 
blessed thought it is if we can sit down and feel 
that we have been the means, under God's 
blessing, of bringing one soul to Jesus. What a 
noble object it is to tell poor perishing souls of 
the Saviour. *Tis true there are many draw- 
backs often in the way, but never give up in 
such a great and glorious work. John the 
Baptist had preached long, saying, " Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world." But we do not hear that it brought 
any results. John the Baptist passed away, and 
Jesus came : and this is the first time we read of 
success in mission work, and the secret of its 
success was, " He brought him to Jesus." It is 
Jesus alone to whom we must go: it is Jesus 
alone to whom to point the sinner. No matter 
how bad a person is, no matter how bad he has 
been, Jesus will receive him : his sin shall be put 
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away. We see it in the case of the woman of 
Samaria, a woman that was living in open sin, 
the most vile, and full of ihfamy, when she met 
Jesus at the well of Sychar. And after the 
conversation that had passed between Jesus 
and herself, what did she do ? She went and 
told her friends and neighbours : " Come, see a 
man that told me all that I ever did. Is not 
this the Christ ? " And did the people listen to 
a woman that was so well known for her vile 
character ? Yes, more than listen : " The whole 
city came out to meet Jesus.'* Jesus did not 
refuse to speak to such a woman : he showed her 
her sin, but he also showed her the need of a 
Saviour. Never let guilt keep you away from 
Jesus. He will receive you, He waits to be 
gracious : He would not that any should perish, 
but that all should come to salvation. And in 
labouring for souls there are difficulties and dis- 
appointments ; but do not give up on that 
account ; and if it should please God that that 
should never be your lot, grieve not, for perhaps 
you have sown the seed, and it can be said of 
you, as of Mary of old : " She hath done what she 
could." And it is often the case, one sows and 
another reaps. Let us strive on, then, and give 
God all the praise. One thing alone is needed : — 

"To show them more of Jesus, 
To point them to the Lamb." 



XVI. 

EPHESIANS VI. 13. 

" Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand." 

WE have^^here, in these verses, a lesson on 
the armour of God ; and, before we 
begin, we will consider in what terms St. Paul 
speaks of our putting on "the whole armour 
of God." He evidently means it to begin in 
household matters ; for you will notice he speaks 
of husbands and wives, parents and children, 
masters and servants. And we all have a 
warfare to fight, even in our own households; 
and we shall find we cannot do it unless we 
have this armour on. And we must have the 
whole armour on, — a, piece of it will not do: " the 
whole armour of God." But I said we have a 
warfare in our households : and we have. How 
often do we give way to angry feelings, instead 
of forbearing with one another, loving one 

G . 
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another, even as God for Christ's sake has loved 
us ! And we cannot do this without God : it is 
against human nature. How often have we risen 
in the morning, and intended to do right ; and 
the evening has come, and found us lamenting 
over our sins and misdoings ! And why is this ? 
Because we have.done all in our own strength, 
— we have had no armour on ; or if we have, it 
has only been a piece, and Satan knows our 
weak part to attack us. Now let us consider 
the parts of the armour of God. 

I. There is the shield of faith. 

II. The helmet of salvation. 

III. The sword of the Spirit. 

IV. The shoes (the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace). 

V. The girdle of truth. 

VI. The breastplate of righteousness. 

No doubt when Paul wrote this, he had often 
watched the sentinel on guard put on his armour, 
and that may have led him to think so much 
about it For when he wrote this he was con- 
fined a prisoner at Rome, and here he was 
writing to the Church of Ephesus ; so that while 
in his cell you can be sure he often watched the 
^ard array himself in his armour to keep watch, 
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and he saw that he always put it all on: he 
never left a piece behind. And though we read 
of many righteous men in the Bible, still, like 
human nature, they sometimes forgot a piece of 
their armour. 

We see it in Elijah : he forgot the shield of 
faith ; for he sat down under the juniper tree, 
and asked God to let him die and not live. 
Look also at the case of Eve, Jacob, Samson, 
and even Peter : Jesus said to him three times, 
"SimcMi, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me. And 
he answered, Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I 
love Thee." But oh, unless we can look up and 
say, from the bottom of our heart, in truth, 
" Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee," — 
if we cannot say it in truth, we have not got 
the girdle on! And although it is not used 
now, yet in Eastern countries, in days gone by 
when they wore the loose flowing garments, the 
girdle was the principal thing, for it kept all the 
robes tc^ether. And the girdle of truth is the 
principal thing in the Christian life. But how 
very many there are who profess to be following 
Christ, and yet are living to the world and its 
follies ! If we ask a man that is living to the 
world, "* Do you love God ? " he will say, " No." 
"Do you like heaven?" "No." That man is honest, 
because he tells the truth. If you ask a profess- 
ing Christian, "Do you know about heaven?" 
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he will answer at once, " Oh, yes ! " " Do you 
know God, and love Hini?" "Oh, yes: I go 
to niy church!" Now that man cannot be 
called an honest man, because it is not the truth, 
if he is only a professing Christian. And what 
a dreadful state for a person to be in ! Oh, see 
that you have the girdle of truth, for that is one 
of the principal pieces of armour ! The shield 
of faith, — have you that ? Can you look up and 
say, " It is good that I have been afflicted : God 
sends us all troubles of one kind or another " ? 
Can you look up and say, " I know it is for my 
good : He sends me no more than I can bear " ? 
Yes : you can if you have this shield. Only ask 
God, and He will give it to you. 

Again : the sword of the Spirit. And if you 
have this, what need have you to fear ? But it 
must be used in the right way ; for a sword in a 
child's hand may be the cause of death instead 
of defence. Yes, you must only use it to serve 
Christ with : " the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God." When our blessed Lord was 
led up into the wilderness and tempted of the 
devil, He foiled and overcame His foe by this 
weapon. The written Word was at His side. 

Again : the helmet. For the head must also 
be protected from the attacks of the enemy. 
And if you have this helmet, on which is salva- 
tjon If Christ is yours and you are His, you can 
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then say, ** O God, Thou art the lifter-up of my 
head : though Thy waves and Thy billows have 
swept over me, still Thou art my Saviour and 
defence for ever." 

Again : are your feet shod with the preparation 
of the Gospel of peace ? are you running in the 
way of God's commandments, working for Him 
and serving Him with all your heart.? If so, 
your feet are shod with these blessed sandals, 
— the Gospel of peace. 

And, in the last place: the breastplate of 
righteousness. If you have ever read the 
*' History of Pompeii," that great city, you will 
remember that during the great siege, when it 
was nearly all destroyed, that the inhabitants 
fled and hid themselves in secret caves, under 
their houses in vaults, because they could not 
face the enemy. But if you looked toward the 
gate of the great city, there stood the Roman 
soldier clad in armour, sword in hand; never 
shrinking or hiding from the enemy, but trying 
to save his city. And thus must we do: not 
flinch from any trial or affliction we may have 
sent us; try to be like the Roman soldier, — 
standing firm, clad in the armour of God. 

But, lastly: you may say, among all the pieces 
of armour I have mentioned, there is no covering 
for the back. No : God does not give us armour 
in which we may flee from Him. The soldvsx 
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face^ the enemy: he does not turn his back. 
Oh, remember this I And though you may often 
feel inclined to give in and murmur at your 
troubles and trials, lift up your head and see a 
smiUng God ; and pray for the whole armour, 
"that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand." 
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XVII. 

JUDGES XVIII. 24. 

"And he said, Ye liave taken away my gods which I made, 
and the priest, and ye are gone away : and what have I mcfte ? 
and what is this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee? " 

NOW there was a man of Mount Ephraim, 
whose name was Micah, and he stole 
from his mother eleven hundred shekels of silver 
(you see he committed a theft) ; and this money 
had been wholly dedicated to the Lord. You 
will see his mother cursed whoever had taken it ; 
but Micah owns to it, and delivers it up to her, 
and she answered and said, " Blessed be thou of 
the Lord, my son." You will see she wished the 
money to be given to have a graven image made, 
so she restored it unto her son ; but he gave the 
money back to her, and only kept two hundred 
shekels of silver, which he gave to the founder, 
and had a graven and a molten image made, 
and they were put in his house. Now I have no 
doubt but what Micah had a good reason in 
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doing this, although it was wrong. First of all 
he was a long way from the Church of Shiloh, so 
he set up a religion of his own: he made an 
ephod and a teraphim, and consecrated one to be 
his priest, — ^he consecrated a Levite to be his 
priest Poor Micah : he then thought he had all ! 
He said, "Now I know that the Lord will do me 
good, seeing I have a Levite to be my priest." 
But it was when all these outward ceremonies 
were taken away that Micah is led to exclaim, 
They have taken away my Gods, and what have 
I more ? Yes : we may have all the appearance 
of religion ; we may go to church Sunday after 
Sunday, and join in singing and prayer, and pay 
the greatest attention to the preacher ; but the 
day will come when you will be laid on a death- 
bed, when your soul is about to pass into 
eternity : your formalism will avail nothing then. 
It is then you may be led to say, " What have I 
more ? " 

Now let us bring three subjects to our notice. 

I. On the Church. 

IL On the Scriptures. 

IIL On the Ministry. 

I. On the Church. A^Tiat is it we call 
Church? It is a body of faithful people met 
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together to join in prayer and praise. It is 
indeed an advantage to have the house of God 
to go to, to be able to join in its services and 
sacraments ; but it is not any of its forms 
that will save our souls. Oh, what have we 
more ! It is not formalities and ceremonies that 
will avail us anything. We often meet with 
people with a sorrowful countenance, and if 
asked the reason, the answer often is, I cannot 
get to my church, I cannot enjoy those privileges. 
Oh, have you nothing more! Where is thy 
Jesus, thy Saviour : Him that can and will give 
you comfort when every other stream is dry. 

II. The Ministry. We often hear many 
controversies on this. Some say there ought 
not to be a ministry ; but if they were to look 
into and examine the subject before they com- 
ment upon it, it would go a long way to reduce 
such controversy. Why should there not be a 
ministry? We read in Ephesians, "He chose 
some apostles, some evangelists, some teachers;" 
and if you look into the Levitical order you will 
see they had a priesthood, a ministry ; and 
therefore is it not right that we should have a 
band of faithful men, — men who have come out 
from the world with its noise and bustle, who 
give up their time to study and prayer, and 
walk manfully under Christ's banner, and walk 
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worthy of the vocation wherewith they are 
called. And if you look through Scripture you 
will see it is according to God's law and will 
that we should have a ministry ; but in all this 
remember we must have something more. A 
ministry cannot change your heart. A ministry 
cannot save your soul. Oh, never rest upon 
that: never think it can do anything to save 
you for eternity, for the ministry only consists 
of feeble instruments in God's hands. It is His 
Holy Spirit we want. Never rest till 'you have 
it, — till you feel you have been with Jesus, and 
from Him learnt His Word. 

HI. The Scriptures. Now what more can 
we have than this revelation of God.? What 
excuse is there for us, with the Bible we may 
say in every house in our land, yea indeed 
sent throughout the length and breadth of the 
world. What excuse can there be ? God has 
given us the complete Book. Look at the 
patriarchs of old, with only five books; but we 
hear one exclaim, " Oh, how I love thy law, it is 
my meditation all the day! Thy word is 
sweeter than honey to my mouth." Do we 
value it above everything else? Can we say it is 
our meditation all the day. Oh, remember we 
shall not always have it ! When the last great 
day arrives it will be too late to begin to think 
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^Mow is the accepted time, now 
Pvation." And the Bible is no 
i and obey it The Jews had 
R'thoagh on the day of Pentecost 
f have been crowded with zealous 
mough there may have been heard 
T the sheep and oxen driven on to 
Igh incense may have been rising 
tven, yet God had forsaken it, 
' upon the little band assembled- 
Camber, had commenced the 
iother, — a spiritual temple. Yes : 
1 that temple of sacrifice ; He 
; of its forms and ceremonie& 
I come when all Churches will be 
There was in olden times the 
Rhesus, the Church of Smyrna, the 
rLaodicea, — but where are they now ? 
e gone : and so will go those around us. 
: have you more to rest upon I Yes: 
lie Church will be gone, the ministry gone, the 
■criptures gone : they will be laid up in heaven. 
'here are only two books in heaven ; the book 
f remembrance, and the book of life. The 
ook of life we know nothing of now; let us 
my Hat our names are writ ten t here. The 
ode of remembrance, where d^^b deeds are 

r. Oh, then while we ^^^^Uibles let 
leave them neglected <^^^^B(' ^^ i» 
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of no use having a Bible if it lays useless and 
unread there. We must search it, and follow up 
its truths; and if we do diligently search in 
that golden mine of precious truth, when the 
last great day arrives and all . earthly forms are 
swept away, we shall rejoice in hearing some- 
thing more. Leaning and clinging to the Rock 
of Ages we shall be safe and happy, for that 
Rock is Christ 




'^x3. 



XVIII. 

MARK VII., part of 24th verse. 
" He could not be hid." 

HOW are we to understand these words 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ : " He 
could not be hid." It certainly does not mean 
in reference to the body, for we read that Jesus 
often did hide Himself. Therefore take it in a 
spirtual light, that Jesus could not be hid : look 
at it in a practical way. Look at His wisdom. 
For ages God allowed man to try and answer 
this question by himself: " Where shall wisdom 
be found ? " by his learning, his philosophy, his 
science; that he might find out his real ignorance. 
And when man had completely failed, then God 
answered the question Himself by sending His 
Son Jesus Christ, who is God, — ^made unto us 
Wisdom, in Whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. See Him at the early 
age of twelve years : where was He found, but 
in the temple ? " sitting among the doctors, both 
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hearing and asking them questions." Look 
at it as we may, or where we may, His wisdom 
could not be hid. Follow Him to the shores of 
Galilee, or to proud Samaria, or to the city of 
Jerusalem: His love was never hid. Look at 
Him in the case of the woman of Samaria. 
Jesus was wearied, and He sat on the well, 
hungry and thirsty, and asked drink of a woman 
of Samaria ; and as the woman told Him the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans, still 
Jesus did not mind what sect or nation she 
belonged to, as long as He could quench h^r 
thirsty soul. He began by telling her of all her 
past sin: He told her of her faults; and in the 
end gave her that comforting assurance, by 
saying, " I that speak unto thee am He." " He 
could not be hid." 

Again, in the case of the leper, so loathsome 
in appearance,-!-forbidden by the law to touch ; 
only to cry " Unclean, unclean : " did Jesus stay 
on account of the law ? No. He thought not of 
nationality : there was a soul before Him to be 
saved, no matter how unclean, or loathsome. His 
word is, " * I will : be thou clean.' And imme- 
diately his leprosy was cleansed." See Him again 
on the cross : dying Himself, one might have 
thought He could not have attended to others 
at such a time. Was there not love even to the 
last ? Yes : even to the thief who had just been 
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blaspheming Him, and even cursing. Jesus' 
word to him is, ** To-day thou shalt be with Me 
in paradise." 

See it again in the case of the blind man by 
the wayside, lifting up his voice and saying, 
"Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." 
Jesus stood still, though the disciples would have 
told the poor man to hold his peace. Jesus 
said unto him, "What wilt thou that I shall do 
unto thee.^ And he said. Lord, that I may 
receive my sight And immediately he re- 
ceived his sight." Yes, Jesus " could not be hid." 

Let us, too, lift up that prayer, " Lord, that I 
may receive my sight" Jesus is no more hid 
now than He was tiien. He could not be hid, 
neither can He now. What a gracious fact for 
us ! Friends may prove untrue, the world may 
be unkind ; but Jesus, that dear heavenly Friend, 
cannot be hid. 

For what did He humble Himself, too, when 
on earth ? He took on Himself the form of a 
servant He left His glorious throne above, and 
was not ashamed to call us brethren. And what 
a great thing it is to be able to look upon Jesus 
as the Truth I What a comforting thing to have 
some one on whom we can thoroughly depend, 
— ^whom we can trust in everything ! We cannot 
trust our own hearts, we cannot trust the world 
we cannot trust our friends ; but, thank God, we 
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can trust Jesus. He is the Truth, and in this 
respect He meets a special want of the souL 
And notice in His life on earth how He kept up 
to this truth. He spake it openly. He told 
His people there was a heaven : nor did He 
omit to tell them there was a hell. He told 
them of that home above, where were pleasures 
for evermore ; and He told them of the place of 
outer darkness, where there is weeping and 
gnashing of the teeth. Jesus hid nothing. He 
also said, "He that is not with Me, is against Me." 

Thus we see in Him the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. Let us simply take Him at His word^ 
and continue in it, and we shall know the 
blessing of the truth. Look at Him as the 
Lord our righteousness. He has done for us 
what we could not have done for ourselves: 
He has completely satisfied and fulfilled the law 
of God. That law said, " The soul that sinneth^ 
it shall die." Though sinless, Christ has borne 
the penalty of that law ; and therefore in us, in 
whose nature He did this, we are made the 
righteousness of God in Christ Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness. Do you ask 
how this becomes ours.? It is the free gift of 
God unto all that believe : " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and tjiou shalt be saved." 

There is an Eastern story, which tells us of a 
man who picked up a piece of clay, and was 
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surprised to find it had such a sweet odour; 
so he asked it how it was, and it answered that 
once a rose tree was planted in it, and although 
it had been thrown about, still this odoriferous 
smell always remained. 

And we have the Rose of Sharon planted in 
us: even Jesus. And although you may be 
buffeted in the world, still He which hath begun 
a good work in you will continue it unto the day 
of Jesus Christ. For He cannot be hid. 
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XIX. 

MATTHEW I. 21. 

'*And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His 
name Jesus : for He shall save His people from their sins." 

AND what a sweet name is this, — Jesus. 
When we speak of Jesus we at once 
think of Bethlehem's manger, of Calvary's cross, 
His walk upon earth. All is bound up in that 
one precious name, Jesus. The hardest heart 
must be moved by the sweetness of that name. 
Let us try and draw a practical lesson from that 
dear name. Our verse is, " Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus : for He shall save His people from 
their sins." This shows, then, that He was truly 
the Son of God; for who but God could put 
away sin. But, happy thought, Jesus can and 
will ; no matter how great it is, no matter how 
bad it has been. But note the name Jesus : it 
was our Lord's own name; it was given Him 
before His birth, although several other titles 
were given Him in the Bible. And as we find 
with several of the leading patriarchs, the 
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leading feature of their lives was wrapt up in 
their name, so with our Lord : " His name shall 
be called Jesus, for He. shall save His people 
from their sins." Oh, what a blessed name! 
And if you will look through your Bibles you 
will see from the first to the last book the 
coming of Christ is spoken of; but His name 
is only given here in the text before us. It has 
the same meaning as Immanuel : God with us, 
— with you and me. This is the peculiar good 
news of the Gospel. Nature showed God above 
us ; the law showed God against us ; but the 
Gospel shows God with us : it makes known to 
us Immanuel. 

If you trace the pedigree of Jesus Christ you 
will see through the whole genealogy there was 
even one harlot in it and two adulteresses. But 
to return to our verse. When we look around 
us, and see vice and wickedness (even in the 
city of London alone), how many there must be 
that do not know the name of Jesus. Take for 
example the great city of Corinth, similar to 
ours for its commerce as well as its vice. Turn 
to I Cor. vi. 9, ID. St. Paul in speaking of 
them says, " Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, nor thieves^ tvot com^^^n^s*^ 
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nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God." And in the 
eleventh verse he says, " And such were some of 
you : but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified." 
Yes : Jesus has shed His life-blood for us, that 
we should be washed from all impurities which 
would keep us from the kingdom of God. But 
one blessed thought is, that the day is coming 
when all who have owned Him as Jesus will 
be brougHt into His fold : no matter what sect. 
Jesus says, that they all may be one : " Other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold : them 
also I must bring, and there shall be one fold, 
under one Shepherd, and no man shall pluck 
them out of my hand." Happy thought: all 
shall yet be brought to Christ Yea the vilest 
shall look on Him whom they pierced, and 
every eye shall behold Him. When we think of 
the vice that is about us, how sad it is ; and it is 
not only found in our courts and alleys, but even 
in the lordly mansions, in the highest grades of 
society as well as the low, with the educated as 
well as with the ignorant ; and one thing we may 
bear in mind, vice never ascends: it always 
descends. The master would not be likely to 
imitate his servant, but the servant would be 
most likely to imitate his master. Do we set a 
good example to those about us } Do we show 
by our treatment to them that we belong to 
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Christ? But return to the name of Jesus: it 
has power. All we do or pray for must be done 
in the name of Jesus. We can do all things in 
His name; but only in His. The healing of 
the lame man at the beautiful gate of the 
temple: how did Peter heal him but in the 
name of Jesus ? He said, In the name of Jesus 
Christ rise up and walk. And he leaping up 
stood, and walked, praising God. When Peter 
was brought before the Council, and demanded 
by what power he had done this, his answer was, 
Be it known unto you all, in the name of Jesus 
Christ this man doth stand before you whole. 
When Peter went to Lydda, and found a man 
named iEneas, who had been many years sick 
of the palsy, he said to him, "iEneas, Jesus 
Christ maketh thee whole. And he arose 
immediately." Yes : all must be done in the 
name of Jesus. He has the power, and He 
alone : " For there is no other name given under 
heaven, among men, whereby we must be saved; 
but by the name of testis Christ." He also 
said to His disciples, " All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth." Again, concerning 
prayer. There is indeed a power in prayer. 
Prayer can open the gates of hell ; prayer can 
open the gates of heaven ; prayer can raise the 
dead : but only in the name of Jesus. We are 
told, " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
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name He will give it you ; " but it must be in 
Jesus's name. Oh, what a fulness there is in 
that name and word, whatsoever! Perhaps 
some of you say, as I have often said : Yes, I 
have prayed, but have received no answer, and 
have risen from my knees discouraged. Have 
we prayed in the name of Jesus, and for His 
sake have we pleaded in that name } Oh, if we 
have not, let us begin now ; and remember the 
word, whatsoever. Pray for your families, for 
your little ones, for those about you, your 
friends, yourselves, and it shall be heard for 
Jesus's sake. Then, since all this is bound up 
in the name of Jesus, why not trust Him more ? 
All He does is for a good purpose. Look at 
the changes of this transient world ; but there 
is no change in Jesus. Sorrow and sickness we 
see on every hand, in the loss of those we love, 
those near and dear to us ; but they were only 
lent to us to walk a short way with us on the 
journey of life, to cheer us on our pilgrimage to 
the better land. And what then — 

For ever with the Lord ! 

Amen, so let it be : 
Life from the dead is in that word, 
'Tis immortality. 

Here, in the body pent. 

Absent from Him I roam. 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day's march nearer home. 



(( 



XX. 

GENESIS VI. 8. 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.'* 



THE life of Noah is a most remarkable one ; 
and it would be so, if only on account of 
the Flood. But it was remarkable for more 
than that : it teaches us a great lesson. It was 
a rehearsal of what should be, and what we see 
about us now ; for our Saviour distinctly tells us, 
"As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also 
in the days of the Son of Man." Is not this a 
solemn thought, when we see such wickedness 
going on around us ? It was so in the days of 
Noah. Notice the state of the world at that 
time : it was overflowing in wickedness. What 
use did they make of their lives ? They ate, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given 
in marriage : no harm in that, certainly. But 
the harm was, in all these doings God was not 
in their thoughts: they were living in sin, and 
without God in the world. 
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And notice when it was that this great wicked- 
ness came upon the earth. Look at the fourth 
and fifth chapters of Genesis : you will see that 
when the separation mark, as we may say, was 
taken away, and the people were all living 
together and no distinction made, then "God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every thought of his heart 
was evil continually.*' Then " the Lord said, I 
will destroy man." God will not destroy the 
earth again with water ; for He has given us the 
token of the covenant by the rainbow : " When 
ye shall see the bow in the cloud it shall be a 
token of my promise." But He will come to 
judge the world. "As it was in the days of 
Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son 
of Man." 

But in the midst of all this, how was it with 
Noah ? " Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord." The Lord found him, and marked him 
out as His servant ; for there is a great distinc- 
tion between the man of the world and the man 
of God. God does make a difference between 
them. Although they live in the world as Noah 
did, still that is no reason they should be of 
the world. For what did our Saviour Himself 
say : " I pray not that Thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep 
them from evil." And it is no easy matter to 
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show yourself openly a Christian : there is many 
a scoff and jeer, for you have to go against the 
opinion of the world and man. But what is that 
to finding grace in the eyes of the Lord } The 
world will deride as it did at Noah ; for he was 
a righteous man, and a preacher of righteousness. 

Take a few instances of this at that time, and 
compare it with now. I can understand when 
Noah told the people that the flood was coming 
on the earth, that one would say to him, " How 
is it that you should know } If that had been 
the case, God would surely have told us as well 
as you." Another would say, " God would never 
destroy such a beautiful world, just fresh and 
green from the hand of its Creator." And many 
of our philosophers would say the same now. 
Another might say, " Where is all the water to 
come from ? for if it was to rain for weeks, there 
would not be sufficient to deluge the world." 
And our scientific men would say the same now. 
But however that might have been, the flood did 
come, and the reason it came was on account of 
man's great wickedness. Read Job xxii. 15 — 17: 
" Hast thou marked the old way which wicked 
men have trodden } Which were cut down out 
of time, whose foundation was overflown with a 
flood : which said unto God, Depart from us : 
and what can the Almighty do for them ? " 

But in the midst of all this, what was Noah ? 
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He was a man of faith: he rested simply on 
God; he took God at His word in all things. 
God told him to build the ark, and he built it. 
He did not wait and think the matter over, nor 
wonder how himself and family and the animals 
were to be accommodated so long, or how they 
would all be provided for. No : God had told 
him to build the gigantic vessel, and that was 
sufficient. No matter what the people said to 
him, he went on till it was accomplished. 

And is not this a lesson for us to take God 
at His word ? We need no commentators to 
explain us this. Why should there be so much 
cavil and question amongst us ? God's written 
Word, sent and sealed, is surely enough : His 
covenant promises, — what more can we desire ? 

Then let us take God at His word simply as 
Noah did : and he " found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord." The ark is finished according to the 
order of God ; and God says, " Come thou, and 
thy family, and the animals, into the ark." Oh, 
that blessed word " Come ! " God did not say 
" Go into the ark." There is a great difference 
between the words "Come" and *'Go." That 
word "Come" seemed to assure Noah of His 
presence in the ark : and Noah, and his family, 
and the animals, went into the ark ; and the 
Lord shut him in. We can fancy the crowds 
outside the ark, — ^those who had mocked and 
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laughed at Noah; but he and his family were 
safe, for the Lord shut him in. 

Think of the wonderful tenderness of God ! 
He did not send the waters upon the earth at 
once: it was one whole week, — seven days. 
What tender mercy : one week for repentance ! 

Jesus is standing now, with outstretched arms, 
to receive you, if you will but come. If you 
would but give yourself to Him, you are safe. 
Floods may come, tempests may beat; but if 
you are safe in the ark it will not matter. Oh, 
how long halt ye between two opinions ! The 
world may be bright and fair, friends may be 
kind and true ; but they cannot make you safe 
for eternity. And to those who are safe in the 
ark, oh, speak a word to those outside! Tell 
them the Lord is coming, with ten thousand of 
His saints. (Glorious thought to the believer, to 
see his Saviour face to face.) Oh, continue in 
the faith, that when the end comes you may be 
able to look up and say, " To me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain ! " 




XXI. 

HEBREWS XII., part of 2nd verse. 
"Looking unto Jesus." 

THESE words should be the guide-mark 
on the journey of life. Ask the young 
convert, that has lately been brought to a 
knowledge of the truth, what has given him 
happiness : he will tell you " Looking unto Jesus." 
Ask the matured saint what has given him 
comfort on the journey of life : he will tell you 
** Looking unto Jesus." And if we were permitted 
to look within the veil, and asked the saints around 
the throne what brought them there, they would 
say ** Looking unto Jesus/' Yes, it is only in 
looking to Jesus that we can find comfort. We 
see it in the case of the woman with the issue of 
blood; for she said, "If I may but touch the 
hem of His garment, I shall be made whole." 
We see it in the case of the martyr Stephen : 
when at the point of death he looked upward, 
and said, " Behold, I see the heavens open, and 
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the Son of man standing at the right hand of 
God." If you look at the eleventh chapter of 
this Epistle, you will see that all the patriarchs 
are spoken about there as "righteous:" Abel 
and Noah, Enoch and his translation, Moses 
and Aaron, and Joshua. But we are not told to 
take example of them : they were all good men, 
but they had faults as well as others. It is 
Jesus alone we are told to follow, and take His 
example : " Looking unto Jesus." 

At the creation God made " man in His own 
image;" and though man sinned and fell, 
God's purposes did not change. He is still the 
same. 

You will also see, in reference to the eleventh 
chapter, all the righteous walked by faith. When 
Peter walked to the Lord Jesus on the sea, all 
the while he looked to Jesus he could walk on 
the billows ; but directly he turned his gaze 
from Jesus, he b^an to sink. But Jesus held 
him up, and he reached safe. And as in a 
race, if you are to be a runner, you must start 
from the starting point, or else it is not the same 
thing. So in spiritual things: you cannot be 
** looking to Jesus," unless you are running the 
way of God's commandments. And so with the 
race : your eye must be constantly fixed on the 
goal ; you look for the prize. And so in Divine 
things : at the end vou shall receive a crown of 
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glory, which fadeth not away. And how can 
we receive this.? Simply by "looking unto 
Jesus." But you may say you do not know how 
to execute this. But supposing you had to go 
over a track covered with deep snow, and if you 
did not know the way, you would be afraid to 
step, for you would think each step might take 
you wrong; but supposing a person had been 
that way before, you would not be afraid to go 
then, for you would be able to follow in the 
traveller's footmarks. He would have trod the 
way before you, and therefore you would have 
it direct and plain. 

Jesus has gone before you : He has left the 
footmarks, so that if you walk in that track, 
"looking unto Jesus," you will be safe. It is 
indeed a wilderness we have to pass, though 
there are many foes about us: there are. the 
three great enemies to contend with, — the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. But, oh, let none of 
these prevent you from " looking unto Jesus ! " 
But this you cannot fight against of yourself. 
We even hear Jesus saying, " I can of mine own 
self do nothing." We hear one of His servants 
say, " I can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me." Yes, it is only in looking to 
Jesus that you can gain strength in spiritual 
things. 

But, again, cannot you all do something for 
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Jesus ? Each of us has a work to do for God. 
Some are apt to think the ministry only consists 
in the public ministry ; but it is not only those 
that are called to minister. Are we working for 
God ? Oh, work for the glory of God and His 
great name while you are young and active ! 
Life is the time for working for Christ Let us 
not give our failing strength to God : give not 
the fag end of your life to God. Work "while 
it is day : the night cometh when no man can 
work." And have you started on this race ? 
You may say you are young, strong, and active, 
and in all the vigour of health : there may be 
with you no symptoms of decay. You may say, 
Why should you be troubled with the thought ? 
But death is a question youth cannot parry. I 
know how bright the world and the things of 
time appear to you : still have you started ? I 
have seen the bud that gave such promise of life 
and beauty nipped by the bitter wind, droop its 
little head, and wither and die. 

Oh, I ask again, Are you "looking unto 
Jesus" as your Saviour.? for He says to each 
one, " Look unto Me, and be ye saved " ! And 
oh, if any read this who have gone far on the 
journey of life, — oh, if you have not started ! — 
b^in to-day ! Life is the time : wait not till 
too late. Oh, see that your*s is a living, saving 
faith ! See that you have really decided for 



112 



SCATTERED SEED. 



Christ : that you are living to the glory of His 
great name; that you are waiting for His 
appearance, so that, come what may, — come 
life, come death, — your one word and aim may 
be, " Looking unto Jesus." 
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XXII. 

MATTHEW XVI. 26. 

"For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul ? " 

IN reading our Bibles, I do not think we could 
find more solemn words that fell from our 
Lord's lips than these, " For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul ? " They are words which 
speak to each one. Look where we will, we find 
people bartering and exchanging, searching for 
the best investment, going and doing wherever 
or whatever they can get the most by. The cry 
of the world is, "Money." The man of the 
world will tell you his best friend is one who 
can tell him of the best investment He hurrys 
on, he cares nor thinks of anything else, his 
heart is set on cares, riches, and pleasures of 
this life ; but, oh, look a little further, and watch 
the death-bed of such a man ! What has been 

I 
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the use of all his labour to heap up all those 
riches, not knowing who shall gather them? 
He has neglected the one great thing, — -his 
soul's welfare ; and whose fault has it been, not 
God's? No: his very own; for God holds 
salvation out to each : we have only to stretch 
out our hand and take it In everyday life we 
often hear of people losing their life by accident ; 
but a man, never loses his soul by accident. 
No : God, through His Son, is waiting, beseech- 
ing you to receive salvation. God the Holy 
Spirit is striving with you. It is the soul we 
must think of, — the immortal soul, the never- 
dying soul. You will see that our Lord spoke 
these words to His disciples at Caesarea Philippi, 
and they speak as loud now as they did then, 
and if they were published in any of our 
periodicals of the present day, many perhaps 
would think them weighty and worthy of 
attention ; but they are as solemn to-day as 
they were the day Jesus spoke them at Caesarea 
Philippi. Notice His question to His disciples ; 
before naming this, He asked them, "Whom 
do men say that I am ? And they said, 
Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 
prophets." Mark the suspicion of the world. 
Each of these were resurrection men. And 
Jesus said again to His disciples, "But whom 
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say ye that I am ? And Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Can we give that answer.? Are we 
happy and at peace.? But if it is only in 
serving the world, you may call yourself happy. 
But look at the death-bed of one who has 
amassed wealth, and thought or cared for 
nothing else: as the spirit is about to take 
its everlasting flight to the unseen world, the 
words sound in our ears, " We brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out. Go to the death-bed of one who 
has lived only for pleasure, thought of nothing 
else, cared for nothing else ; look at a worn-out 
and emaciated frame: the uncared-for soul is 
about to pass into eternity, the words come to 
us, " At Thy right hand only are pleasures for 
evermore." Go to the death-bed of one who 
has said, I will have knowledge : he has studied 
hard, but forgotten the one thing needful ; he has 
raised himself perhaps to a high standard in the 
opinion of the world, but now he has come to 
die. Can all that give him peace ? No ! How 
true then are the words: "What is a man 
profited, if he gains the whole world, and lose 
his own soul " ? But did you ever hear of a 
man that did gain the whole world ? There was 
such a man. We read in Old Testament history 
of such a one. Turn to Ecclesiastes ii., and you 
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will find these words from Solomon : " I said in 
my heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure. I said of 
laughter, It is mad : and of mirth, What doeth 
it ? I sought in my heart to give myself unto 
wine, acquainting my heart with wisdom ; and 
to lay liold on folly, till I might see what was 
that good for the sons of men, which they 
should do under heaven all the days of their 
life. I made me great works ; I builded me 
houses; I planted me vineyards: I made me 
gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in 
them of all kind of fruits : I made me pools of 
water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth 
forth trees : I got me servants and maidens, and 
had servants bom in my house ; also I had 
great possessions of great and small cattle above 
all that were in Jerusalem : I gathered me also 
silver and gold, and the peculiar treasures of 
kings and of the provinces : I gat me men 
singers and women singers, and the delights of 
the sons of men, as musical instruments, and 
that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased 
more than all that were before me in Jerusalem : 
also my wisdom remained with me. And 
whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from 
them, I withheld not my heart from any joy ; 
for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this 
was my portion of all my profit. I looked on 
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all the works of my hands : and, behold, all was 
vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no 
profit under the sun." Yes : King Solomon 
gained all that could be had in the whole world ; 
but he sums it up, " All is vanity and vexation 
of spirit." The world is but as a shadow 
passing away. We are all passing away, we 
must all die and pass Into eternity, from the 
smallest to the greatest : all must stand before 
God. Then think of the consequence of the 
soul: it must live eternally. Oh, weigh the 
matter well. "Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sins of the world." Neglect 
not its welfare while there is time. And we also 
hear of a man in the New Testament who 
gained the whole world. Turn to Philippians iii., 
you will see these words, which evidently mean 
Paul : " Though I might also have confidence in 
the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 
hath whereof he might trust in the flesh: 
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 
the Hebrews ; as touching the law, a Pharisee ; 
-concerning zeal, persecuting the Church ; touch- 
ing the righteousness in the law, blameless. But 
what things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ." Yes: when was there a man 
that had more than all this. But mark what he 
goes on to say: "Yea, doubtless, and I count 
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all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dross, that I may win Christ." 
Oh, what then would you give in exchange for 
your soul ! Oh, barter it not for the world ! Go 
on bended knees, ask God for that salvation 
which He has promised to give. Nor is this all. 
If Christ has proved precious to you, tell others 
of that love. Oh, seek for their salvation, for 
Jesus will receive all who come unto God by 
Him! 
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XXIII. 

EPHESIANS IV. 40. 

IN reading these words, it brings to our minds, 
as in the days of old, the " day of jubilee ; " 
or, as we will consider it, the "day of redemption.*' 
It was a day anxiously looked for, as on that 
day the inheritance was restored to the owner. 
The poor man who, perhaps, had struggled hard 
in poverty or even want, now had his rights 
given him. Oh, we can fancy how- anxiously 
this " day of jubilee " was looked for, — how the 
sound of the silver trumpet was listened for, for 
that proclaimed that their " day of redemption " 
was come ! And it was not a day that constantly 
came : it only came once in forty-nine years ; but 
although it seemed long to wait, the day did 
come, and brought the inheritance to the anxious 
claimant, who had waited so long. And there 
is one thing to notice in Old Testament history, 
there could be no doubt about the claimant to 
heirship, for they had two documents : the one 
left open, the other sealed until the "dz^ <^^ 
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jubilee." And just the same with us : we have 
an heirship to obtain, and as we are claimants 
no man can keep us from it No: Jesus has 
died for us. He will seal us as His own : He 
has given us His written Word, — ^the Bible ; and 
He has sealed it with His own precious blood, 
so that there can be no mistake. " He was made 
sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." Our 
redemption is already bought, yea, with the 
precious blood of Christ. Turn to Jeremiah 
xxxii., and you will hear of purchase, beginning 
at ver. 6 : " And Jeremiah said, The word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying. Behold, Hanameel 
the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto 
thee, saying. Buy thee my field that is in 
Anathoth : for the right of redemption is thine 
to buy it. So Hanameel mine uncle's son came 
to me in the court of the prison according to the 
word of the Lord, and said unto me. Buy my 
field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is 
in the country of Benjamin: for the right of 
inheritance is thine; . . . buy it for thyself. Then 
I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 
And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's 
son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the 
money in the balances, and I subscribed the 
evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and 
weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels 
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of silver. So I took the evidence of the 
purchase, both that which was sealed according 
to the law and custom, and that which was 
open : and I gave the evidence . . . unto Baruch 
the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the 
sight of Hanameel mine imcle's son, and in the 
presence of witnesses that subscribed the book 
of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in 
the court of the prison." Here we see the right 
of redemption being purchased ; but thanks be 
to God it has been purchased for us already, and 
we are sealed till the day of redemption. 

Let us briefly consider the use of a seal : first, 
it is used as an acknowledgment. If the casket 
has a seal on it, it shows who the owner is. If 
the chest has the seal on it, it will tell to whom 
it has belonged, and still does. And if we are 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of God, you will be 
distinct from the world. Your daily walk will 
show to whom you belong; your conduct in 
every-day life, — all will show if you are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. Again the seal is 
used as a signature. If you take up a document 
and read it, you may believe it ; but when you 
look at the bottom, and see the seal, you can 
then say, I am sure it is quite true, for the seal 
authenticates the truth of it And the Bible is 
put into our hands, not merely as a written 
revelation, but it is sealed. Authenticated and 
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sealed by God the Holy Spirit, sealed by the 
precious blood of Christ unto the "day of 
redemption." Again the seal is used as security. 
If I want to make a matter safe and secure, I 
seal it. We read in Daniel that the King was 
not content to cast Daniel into the den of lions, 
but that he placed a stone, and sealed it with 
his own signet, and the signet of his lords. We 
read that the people were not content to put the 
body of Jesus in the grave, but they sealed the 
stone, to make it sure. But what suspicion of 
the world was there ? Oh, I ask each one, are 
you sealed unto the " day of redemption " ? Oh, 
see to it now, delay not ! If you had a large 
inheritance in store for you, would you be at 
peace till you had obtained it? But this 
heavenly inheritance: "A city not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." It is worth 
seeking for. Jesus has gone to prepare the 
many mansions, that where He is, there ye may 
be also : but you must be sealed with His Holy 
Spirit What can be more awful than to refuse 
to listen to the Spirit ! It works in each one of 
us. We read in the antediluvian world, when 
man's wickedness was at its height, God then 
said, "My Spirit shall not always strive with 
man." Then accept it now. Quench not the 
Spirit. If you feel a desire to pray : it is the 
Spirit. Resist it not, put it not off. Perhaps you 
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feel a desire to read God's Word, — to do what is 
right. Then listen to it : it is the Spirit of God 
pleading with you. Then think what a sad 
thing it is to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. If 
you ever wish to enjoy heaven, you must enjoy 
it here below. We read in Revelation of the 
mark: "And He causeth old, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 
mark in their forehead : and that no man might 
buy or sell, save he that had the mark, and the 
name of the beast." We read also in the same 
book of the servants of God being sealed in 
their foreheads. And did not God mark those 
of old ? If you notice, you will see many and 
many that God marked. He set a mark on 
Cain : we do not know what it was ; but every 
one knew him by the mark. Yes: God does 
mark His people. Let us close this as we 
began: "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion." And that glorious day is coming when 
Jesus will take His people to that home which 
He has prepared for all who love Him. 




XXIV. 

EZEKIEL XIV. 14. 

** Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, 
they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, 
saith the Lord God." 

WE frequently hear of those who seldom 
devote as much time to the study of the 
prophetic part of Holy Scripture as the other. 
They appear to think it is too difficult to enter 
into ; but this is a great mistake. Now consider 
these words in the verse before us, "Though 
these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in 
it, they should deliver but their own souls by 
their righteousness, saith the Lord God." And 
you will see these names are not put in 
chronological order, for Job lived many years 
before Daniel : therefore they appear to be noted 
down as men who had served God, and lived in 
righteousness. Consider the lives of these three 
men. Noah was a man of righteousness: he 
took God at His word, not minding the scoff of 
the world ; and he is distinguished as having 
resisted the world, and obeyed God in everything, 
so that he was safe in the ark, in God's keeping. 
Daniel was descended from the royal family of 
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Judah, and was carried captive into Babylon 
when he was very young : his one great adversary 
he had to resist was the flesh. He being of such 
a noble descent it was hard to resist ; but he 
had resolved to keep steadfastly to the com- 
mandments of God. They were to be fed with 
all the delicacies from the King's table (that was 
Daniel and the other young men) : they were to 
be nourished with these dainties for three years^ 
and at the end of that time were to stand before 
the King. What a temptation was this to a 
young person full of ambition! "But Daniel 
purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with a portion of the King's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank." No : Daniel was 
a Jew : and the Jews were forbidden to eat of 
every meat, and the true Israelite would not 
defile himself: here was decision. And what 
was the result when the young men came to stand 
before the King ? There was none found like 
unto Daniel : no, for God was with him ; and he 
was chosen of the King. But what follows.^ 
The King sends forth a decree; that whosoever 
lifted up his hands in prayer to any but the 
God which he had made, should be cast into the 
den of lions. What a dreadful thing ! Does it 
not make one shudder to think of being torn ta 
pieces by lions.? Did not this dreadful law 
make Daniel shrink.? No: he knew that God 
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was on his side, therefore he did not fear what 
man could do unto him. He went to his 
chamber every day, with the window open that 
looked toward Jerusalem, and prayed to God 
three times a day, the Maker of the New 
Jerusalem, eternal in the heavens. Thus was 
Daniel kept from evil. And what was the 
reason he served God, "and purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself"? Oh, 
remember this when you are asked to enter upon 
this or that, if you know it is against the law of 
God! Pray for His spirit to purpose in your 
heart: not to defile yourself even with King's 
dainties. Thus Daniel resisted the flesh. 

Job, the greatest adversay he had to resist 
was the devil. Satan went into the presence of 
the I-ord, and desired to have Job; and the 
Lord gave him up, on condition that he should 
not take away his life. We know too well what 
this righteous man had to bear: how Satan 
tried him in every way with suffering, for he 
inflicted diseases on him ; his family forsook him, 
or rather was taken from him ; his property was 
all taken ; his friends, and all that was left to him 
was his wife, and even she said to him, " Curse 
God and die." A wife that should be such 
comfort in affliction and trial : what a wretched 
woman she must have been ! Yes : Job was left 
friendless ; but he trusted God, hard as it mus 
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have been. Look at his case as you may ; but 
he resisted the devil, and so may we. The same 
God that was with Noah, Daniel, and Job, is our 
God ; but we must conquer these three great 
adversaries, — the world, the flesh, and the devil : 
and we cannot do it of ourselves ; but thanks be 
to God, He has given us His dear Son, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil. But how 
are we to escape these things ? Turn to Gal. v. 
16 : " Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh : so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would." Then let us take that word : " Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh." Here is the great end in which we may 
be able to resist that great adversary. Also in 
Heb. ii. 14: "Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, He also like- 
wise took part in the same ; that through death 
He might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage." Jesus took part in the 
same. Let us see, then, that we are safe for 
eternity, washed in the blood of Jesus ; so that 
when this world shall pass away, and the lusts 
thereof, we may shine forth as stars for ever 
and ever. 



XXV. 

MATTHEW III. 3. 

"For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." 

THESE words are as fresh and as true now 
as they were when John the Baptist spoke 
them. Let us briefly notice his mission ; it must 
have been a wonderful one: "He preached in 
the wilderness." Why there : a place where the 
scapegoat was even sent ? Yes: he went into the 
wilderness, and all Jerusalem came to hear him. 
He came to preach the kingdom of heaven, and 
why did all Jerusalem come to hear him ? Was 
it curiosity or eccentricity which brqught them ? 
For indeed it is that which leads a great many : 
it was something more than this. Although 
John the Baptist came to minister, he showed by 
his life whose he was, and whom he served. He 
did not only preach, but he showed in his life 
that he acted up to it. As well as Jerusalem, all 
^udssa and round about Jordan came to hear 
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him; therefore it could not have been mere 
curiosity which brought them, for most of them 
were serious men, — scribes and Pharisees. And 
what was the result of their coming? They 
were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their 
sins. You will remember when Jesus asked His 
disciples, " What went ye oat for to see, a reed 
shaken by the wind ? " But was it that } No : a 
prophet, and more than a prophet. Let us 
consider first these words: "The kingdom of God." 
And the words of our verse speaks of those who 
care not for God, and those who love God. 
Firstly, those who care not for God : " Repent ye 
for the kingdom of God is at hand ; " and if it 
was at hand eighteen hundred years ago, how 
much nearer must it be now ! And what is the 
kingdom of God ? We read of the kingdom of 
heaven, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of 
Christ ; but they appear to be all the same, only 
under different aspects. It is a prayer we say, 
I have no doubt, every day of our lives : " Thy 
kingdom come." It is a prayer we teach our 
children: "Thy kingdom come." But do we from 
our hearts wish Christ's kingdom to come? 
Consider the kingdom ! We are told to seek, 
first, the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all earthly blessings will afterwards be added 
to us. " Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God ; " and the kingdom of 

K 
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God is not meat and drink, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. And is 
not the sure sign of a flourishing kingdom peace 
and joy and righteousness.^ We read the un- 
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven: 
" Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." When the disciples once asked Jesus 
what should be the sign of His coming, He said, 
" The kingdom of God cometh not with obser- 
vation : the kingdom of God is within you.*' 
Yes : it is about us as well as within us. Our 
words and daily life should show, as the Baptist's 
ministry did, to whom we belong. And to those 
who do not care for God and the kingdom, 
awake, I beseech you : if you would ever enter 
that blissful place, ye must be converted. Your 
life in your household, and family in society, will 
soon show to whom you belong ; but if you have 
never thought of this before, begin to-day. 

It is with some the idea that repentance is 
something to be sought for ; but it is a mistake. 
You have not to find repentance : it is the free 
gift of God : He gives it to each one who comes 
unto Him by Jesus. Yes: Jesus has done all 
the work for you. There is no labour left : " It 
is the free gift of God." But remember you can 
show works meet for repentance : you can glorify 
your Saviour. The day is drawing near when 
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the kingdoms of this world shall be the kingdom 
of God and His Christ, and He shall reign for 
ever and ever. " The earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea." And is not this joy for believers to 
look forward to the day of their Lord.^ Oh, 
awake thou that sleepeth, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light ! We read 
in our Bibles of a young man coming to Jesus, 
and yet he did not like to part with all his 
worldly goods; still he had a desire to know 
Jesus ; and Jesus said unto him, " The kingdom 
of heaven is not far from you." How kind ! 
And He says the same to each one who has the 
desire : " Repent, for the kingdom of God is at 
hand." It speaks to the King in his palace, and 
says. Repent. It speaks to the professional man, 
who, perhaps, says he has no time to think of his 
soul through his many engagements: it tells 
him. Repent. It speaks to the man of business, 
who is striving to gain more than his neighbour : 
it tells him to repent. It speaks to the poor 
man, amid his toils and cares : it says to him, 
Repent. Oh, it speaks to us all : every one ! 
Remember the words: "Every one that hath 
forsaken houses and brethren, sisters, fathers, 
mothers, wives, children, and lands, for my 
name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and 
inherit eternal life. 



•xxvi. 

JOHN III. i6. 

**For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
b^otten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

THIS verse contains good news for each of 
us. Let us pray God to bless it to each 
one of us, that we may know more and more of 
Jesus, that we may feel the preciousness of 
having such a Saviour. "God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Consider, first, the 
love of God to the world. " God so loved the 
world." Now the question has been asked, If 
God loved the world, why did He cause the fall 
to take place } Why did He destroy the world ? 
Oh, was it not that we might know Jesus ! If 
man had lived happy in Eden, we should not 
have needed a Saviour. God would have had 
no need to have given His only begotten Son, 
because there would have been no sin to atone 
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for. But thanks be to God, He has sent us His 
only Son. Only reflect on that Do you not 
call that love on God's part ? It was not as if 
He had many sons. Even then it would have 
been hard to part with a loved on& But it was 
His only Son ; and that Son was to come, and 
die a cursed death. Again, it has been said, If 
God is love, why does He punish ? It is right 
on God's part to punish sin. God had said, 
" The soul that sinneth it shall die." But thanks 
be to God, Jesus has come and died in our stead. 
Yes: and rose again, and ascended up into 
heaven. Jesus trod this earth in order that it 
might be plainer for us. In dying for us He 
has taken away the sting of deatli : death is 
swallowed, up in victory. It is quite right for 
God to punish sin : if one sin is not checked it 
will lead to another. God knew this. Look at 
the misery and vice we see about us : it has all 
sprung from one little sin. Oh, then we ought 
to praise God in thus sending His only b^otten 
Son, full of grace and truth ! And what had we 
done to deserve such tender kindness ? Did we 
love God.^ No: not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We 
merited no such love We love Him because 
He first loved us. And what love it is : qjiite 
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incomprehensible! Tell the vastness of it you 
never could. If you climb a mountain, perhaps 
you feel you are nearing the top, for you think 
you can see its peak not far distant ; but when 
you appear to reach the top, its height seems 
still farther off. You know how vast the depths 
of the ocean are. Men may try to sound it to 
pass telegraphic wires under it, etc. ; yet there 
seems a never ending depth to it. Yes : even 
as the ocean is God's love. Begin and look 
at Bethlehem: go from there to Galilee and 
Nazareth, to Gethsemane and Calvary, and even 
to Olivet ; follow Jesus to the right hand of God. 
Ah, not even then could you tell the vastness or 
depth of God's love. 

But now let us consider to whom Jesus 
addressed these words. It was to Nicodemus, — 
a religious man. He was a Pharisee. Perhaps 
you say, Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus by 
night ? Perhaps you think it was through fear : it 
may have been. We do not know what men 
will do when they are afraid ; but it may have 
been zeal. His duties would occupy him during 
the day; but sooner than neglect his soul's 
welfare, he stole the hours from the night. Or, 
again, it may have been consideration. He 
would know how busy Christ was in the day, 
and might feel it impossible to gain a quiet 
interview, so he came by night. It is a grand 



SCATTERED SEED. 135 

thing to see a man coming to Jesus. So many 
refuse to come at all. 

What brought Nicodemus to the Saviour.? 
We are not directly told in this passage ; but we 
may infer from our Lord's discourse that he was 
dissatisfied with his religious state: he was 
anxious about his soul. It is true he was a 
Pharisee, strict in the outward forms of religion ; 
but that would not satisfy. He had a certain 
knowledge of Jesus, that He was a Divine 
Teacher; but that would not satisfy. There 
was sin demanding atonement His soul was 
craving for peace ; and this want brought him to 
the Saviour. And what did Jesus say to him ? 
Jesus knew the matter in his heart was the 
kingdom of God. And what is that ? It is of 
a spiritual character to see and understand it; 
therefore Nicodemus must be spiritual: he 
must be bom again. Nicodemus is carnal in his 
notions, and does not understand ; so Jesus 
tells him that for entrance into the kingdom he 
must be bom of water, and of the Spirit. 
Nicodemus would know to what Christ referred. 
The reason is plain. All born of sinful man are 
sinful; all bom of God, by the Spirit, are 
spiritual. It is as inexplicable as many a thing 
in nature. But there stands the fact which 
would meet the want of his soul : " Ye must be 
born again." I like the spirit of Nicodemus: 
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there was something so zealous in him. He was 
not satisfied with his religion : he felt it consisted 
too much in outward show. He desired to see 
Jesus, and so he came by night. Oh, are we all 
satisfied with our religion ? It is not in our 
regularity at religious observances. All these 
forms are good; but there is something else: 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." And, oh, what a simple thing 
belief is ! When to a drowning man a rope is 
thrown to him, how eagerly he takes hold of it, 
for he knows his life depends on it ; and in the 
precious words of our lesson, Jesus says, " Who- 
soever believeth on Him shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life." No matter how bad you 
are, no matter how bad you have been, this 
word is for you all. And a gift indeed we have 
in Jesus. Jesus has been given to us, not lent 
us. He is our very own, if we will receive Him : 
"Look unto Me, and be ye saved," are His 
words. We. see how vain the world is: it is 
passing away. Loved ones are passing away, 
those perhaps who used to cheer us and give us 
such happiness: they are gone. Jesus has taken 
them to glory, "That where He is, there they may 
be also." Yes: the world passeth away ; all in it is 
vanity and vexation of spirit, and we long to be 
with Jesus, to meet those we love, who have gone 
before. We long to be where sorrow and pain 
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never comes, where God shall wipe away all 
tears. And one solemn word I must say is this, 
if we do not get to heaven, it will not be because 
of our sin. No : " For Jesus was made sin for 
us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him." It will be! 
our unbelief alone if we do not get to heaven. 
Let us do so. Let the cry resound through the 
courts of heaven : " Unto Him that hath loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God, be glory for ever. Amen." 
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XXVII. 

REVELATIONS V. 14. 

" And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty 
elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and 
ever. " 

HOW are we to understand the meaning of 
these words, "And the four beasts said, 
Amen " ? But the word beasts is not the meaning 
by translation. Some will have it that it means 
angels; others, that it is God's animated creatures : 
but that could not be. Let us try and gather 
our explanation from the Bible itself. As soon 
as man was turned out of Eden, a cherubim and 
a flaming sword were sent to keep the way to the 
tree of life. As soon as the temple was built, 
and all the Israelites gathered together, they 
were to build a mercy seat of pure gold, beaten 
out of one piece, and two cherubims were to be 
made of the same gold. And what does the- 
mercy seat remind us, but of Jesus Christ 
Himself.? All these things were typical of 
Christ You will be furnished with the whole 
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account in Exodus xxv. and xxvi. We read 
also, in Ezekiel i., of the cherubim : ** Also out of 
the midst thereof came the likeness of four 
living creatures. And this was their appearance ; 
they had the likeness of a man And they went 
every one straight forward: whither the Spirit 
was to go, they went ; they turned not whither 
they went." We may indeed feel assured that 
was the character of the four creatures here 
nnentioned. We read nothing of these cherubims 
in the New Testament, except a slight allusion 
in Hebrews ix., where the Apostle says he will 
mention by-and-by. Now what is the attitude 
of these living creatures ? It is praising God : 
their voices are heard repeating the loud Amen ; 
their chief characteristic is praise, not prayer, for 
they have no need of prayer there, for sin is put 
away; they see Jesus face to face as a Lamb 
that had been slain, the marks of the nails still 
in His hands and feet, the wound in His side ; 
and they say with a loud voice, " Wojrthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever." And what is praise.^ is it 
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not a token of faith? When Joshua beseiged 
Jericho, it was then they used the note of praise, 
that the walls of Jericho fell down : it was then 
they gained their victory. It was when the army 
of Jehoshaphat praised God that they achieved 
their great victory. See Jesus at the grave 
of Lazarus. Did He pray then? No: He 
praised God ; He thanked His Father. And what 
was the result? He that was dead came forth. 
And this is not to teach us to neglect prayer : 
far from it, for that is our hourly need ; but only 
that we should praise God far more than we do. 
We should count up our mercies as well as our 
trials, and praise God for His goodness : " For 
He is good." When He turned man out of 
Eden, although there went a flaming sword, still 
there was a cherubim with it. We want to put 
our trust less in earthly things, and more in 
Jesus and in heaven, where we shall join in the 
voice of praise, our one song, "Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain : " slain for us, rose again for 
us, ascended on high for us, that where He is, 
there we might be also. 

Notice the position of Jesus in heaven. We 
read in the same chapter, " And I beheld, and, 
lo, in the midst of the throne, and in the midst 
of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent forth unto all the 
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earth." Jesus stood by the throne, a position 
of power, ready to help and assist in the time of 
need. You remember in the case of Stephen, in 
his greatest agony, he looked up and said,. 
"Behold, I see the heavens opened, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God." And Jesus 
is standing now, waiting to be gracious. And as 
Jesus stood before the throne, the four living 
creatures said, "Amen." A wonderful word, 
although many think lightly of it, and hardly 
think it necessary to repeat it after their prayers. 
But if we do not learn to know the value of it,, 
how shall we be fit one day to join the thousands 
and tens of thousands above to sing that loud 
" Amen " ? And we know not how soon we may 
be called to join that company above. We must 
praise God here below, or we shall never be fit to 
sing with those above. We also find Jesus 
Himself using the word " Amen." When Jesus 
restored sight to the blind man, as soon as he 
had received his sight he glorified God, ** and all 
the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto 
God." 

When Jesus was on earth, we read the common 
people heard Him gladly, though they had a 
deal to put up with. They had the proud 
Pharisee on the one hand, and the Sadducee on 
the other, ready to pull the Bible to pieces in any 
way. They had the temple, with all its forms 
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and observances; but they did not go there: 
they went to Jesus. And all those who went to 
Him, never went away without having gained 
their own aim. There was the poor blind man 
by the wayside: when he asked to receive his 
sight, he immediately received it. There was the 
parent, whose daughter laid at the point of 
death : when Jesus was asked to go and see her, 
He laid His hand on her, and raised her up to 
her parents. There was the poor diseased woman, 
who pressed in the crowd only to touch His 
garment ; and in touching she was healed of her 
disease. There was the master, whose servant 
laid sick of the palsy : he went to Jesus, and He 
said, " I will come and heal him." There was 
the poor leper, who crawled to Jesus, and asked 
to be made whole, and immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. Look at all these acts of mercy, 
and He will do the same for you ; it will then 
call forth your praise for Him who has redeemed 
you, and washed you in His own blood, and 
made you kings and priests unto God ; to Him 
be glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 




XXVIII. 

I JOHN III. 8. 

'* He that committeth sin is of the devil ; for the devil sinneth 
from the b^[iiming. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the deviL" 

GO where we may, we see and hear how busy 
the devil is: he is hard at work; he is 
trying to obtain the hearts of all he can. 

Let us try and consider two points: how 
Christ was manifested, and what are the works 
of the devil. "For this purpose was Christ 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the deviL" Therefore, to what purpose did the 
Son of God come: was it to teach.? Well it 
was,. in a certain sense, although the prophets 
and apostles had done that Was it to minister ? 
It was, in a certain sense, too ; but apostles did 
that But His one great aim in coming was to 
destroy the works of the devil 

And in the first place in the Bible we find 
Satan busy. It was then that sin entered into 
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the world, and death by sin ; and as he was busy 
then, so he is now. No sooner do we read of 
Jesus coming up out of Jordan, and the Father's 
voice saying, " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased," than we read, "Then was 
Jesus led by the spirit into the wilderness, to be 
tempted of the devil." And why was it so.? 
That He might sympathize with us in all our 
infirmities and temptations. Just think of that. 
No matter what your temptation, Jesus can enter 
into it, and feeLfor you, and help you. 

Now, how was Jesus tempted? His was an 
extraordinary temptation. The world's tempta- 
tions take three forms. Christ was tried with all. 

(i) The lust of the flesh. Our Lord was very 
hungry, and the devil would have Him provide 
for Himself, and distrust His Father's care. So 
with Eve : it was the lust of the flesh. When she 
saw that the apple was good for food, she took. 

(2) The lust of the eyes. Christ had come to 
receive a kingdom from His Father. What a 
temptation was this ! Satan would give Him all 
without trouble: all looked so beautiful. So 
with Eve : the apple was pleasant to the eye. 

(3) The pride of life. He would have Christ 
run into wilful danger, and show that He had 
life independent of God. So with Eve. Satan 
said. Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil But how did Christ overcome the temp- 
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tation ? We may say His was an extraordinary 
victory ; and He, as Christ, could use power as 
we could not Not at all. As man. He was 
tempted; as man, He triumphed: just as we 
may do. He simply used God's Word to each 
temptation. He answered, " It is written," *' It 
is written." And this is our weapon too. When 
temptation comes to us, we must ask ourselves, 
What does God say ? What is written ? And 
we all have our Bibles. Awake to a sense of 
this. Why should we be taken captive by 
Satan ? Would you give your heart to such 
as him ? The greatest blessing is, he cannot 
touch the soul, for that is God's. He said, 
"Let us make man in our own image." We 
who are made after the likeness of God, shall 
we be taken by Satan at his will ? 

We read in our Bibles of a poor woman whom 
Satan had bound for twenty years; but Jesus 
released her from his grasp, and can us too : 
"Jesus said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity." Satan's strength only lies 
in his knowledge. He is not omnipresent, else 
he would be Divine ; and he is not that. He is 
as a roaring lion walking about, seeking whom 
he may devour: he knows which is our great 
weakness. He will prompt a poor hungry fellow- 
creature to take what is not his own to satisfy 
his want. And what can be worse than hunger ? 
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Let US then try to alleviate the sufferings and 
wants of our fellow-creatures to the best of our 
abilities. We read, it was the devil which urged 
the death of our Saviour, for he entered into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot to betray Him. And we 
know what a wretched end Judas's was : it was 
all Satan's work. Judas had let him enter his 
heart ; and once in, he went on from bad to worse. 
You remember the case of Joshua: he was 
standing before the angel of the Lord. But 
what do we read ? " Satan stood at his right 
hand." Yes : the devil has power, for the right 
hand is the position of power. But after the 
change in Joshua, Satan no longer stood there ; 
but an angel of the Lord. Yes: Jesus came, 
•* that He might destroy the works of the devil." 
He has conquered death and the grave: "O 
death, where is thy sting .^ O grave, where is 
thy victory ? " " Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil : for Thou art with me." 

And when we meet with a trial which seems too 
hard to bear, take it to Jesus : tell it to him, and 
He will say to you, as to others, " My grace is 
sufficient for thee ; thy strength made perfect in 
weakness." 

Oh, the wonderful fact of the manifestation of 
the Son of God ! There was a time when Jesus 
was not plainly shown. Men only knew Him 
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by types and prophecies; but He was manifested 
by becoming Man, and dwelling amongst us. 
'* God manifest in the flesh," to make us sons of 
God ; and we wait for the manifestation of the 
sons of God. 

Let us never forget the great fact : " For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devil." 



!^.^€?^^ 



XXIX. 

JOHN VI. 8, 9. 

"One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith 
unto Him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, 
and two small fishes : but what are they among so many ? " 

HERE is a lesson for us; and what a blessed 
one it is ! And why I think we ought to 
dwell much upon it is, because it was a miracle, 
which Jesus saw fit to repeat There are only- 
three miracles which we find Jesus repeated. 
Twice He calmed the raging of the sea. And 
can we say. Yea, though " the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing," yet Jesus, who 
calmed the sea, can make my troubles cease, 
although His waves and His billows may have 
passed over me? Twice He wrought the miracle 
of the draught of fishes ; and the second time 
the fish were numbered, and the net did not 
break. Twice He fed the five thousand. And 
does not this show that Jesus can satisfy the 
wants of all ? And although we find each of the 
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evangelists mention this miracle in a different 
way, it remains the same, only shown in various 
aspects " When Jesus lifted up His eyes, and 
saw a great company come unto Him, He 
appealed to Philip, and said, Whence shall we 
buy bread, that these may eat?" Why did 
Jesus appeal to Philip ? " This He said to prove 
him." And does not Jesus prove His people? 
Does He not sometimes send disappointment, 
trouble, and other afflictions ? Remember, then, 
this He does to prove you. But it goes on 
further to say, Jesus "Himself knew what He 
would do." How often in our daily life, in our 
households, have we planned and arranged 
without asking the Lord on the matter, and our 
schemes and plans perhaps have all failed. 
Oh, remember, then, it is Jesus ! ** He Himself 
knew what He would do." Jesus, the wisdom 
and power of God, can do all things that are 
to us impossible. 

But what was the suggestion of the disciples ? 
We read in another Gospel that they said to 
Jesus, " Send the multitude away, that they 
may go into the towns and country round about, 
and lodge, and get victuals : for we are here in a 
desert place." This was a very good suggestion : 
it was kindness on the disciples' part, for they 
saw that they could not lodge there, that being 
a wilderness. We all know of the burning 
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deserts of the East : we know that no food can 
be obtained there, nor any rest or shelter from 
the burning sun. How glad the traveller is 
when he can see a village in sight ; for he then 
knows he can get victuals to refresh him after 
his journey ! But in all this, look at the wisdom 
of Jesus, not knowledge ; for knowledge and 
wisdom are two very different things. We see 
and hear of men every day, who have their 
heads stored with knowledge ; but we see them 
have very little wisdom. Knowledge is the 
apprehending anything. Wisdom is the carrying 
out of anything. The knowledge of God is the 
understanding all things. The wisdom of God 
is the skilful ordering of all things. And Christ 
is the wisdom of God ; not only as knowing and 
making known the things of God, but as 
appointing and ordering them perfectly. We 
see it in creation, in providence, and we see it 
here in the subject before us. Notice the remark 
of Philip : " Two hundred pennyworth of bread 
is not sufficient for them, that every one of them 
may take a little." He seems to sum up that all 
the villages around could not supply more than 
two hundred pennyworth of bread, and that not 
sufficient. What was to be done ? for, as Jesus 
said, if they were sent away they would faint by 
the way. At last, one, Andrew by name, comes 
forward, and says, " There is a lad here, which 
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hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: 
but what are they among so many?" What 
did Jesus say ? Did He hesitate at the small 
portion, and look at the great multitude before 
Him ? No : He said, ** Make the men at down. 
Now there was mudi grass in the place. So the 
men sat down, in number about five thousand." 
Oh I think there is something in those words, 
" Now there was much grass in the place." Yes : 
Jesus had provided for them, although it was a 
wilderness and a desert place. He saw they 
were provided for, even as regards comfort And 
look at the order of JesusL We read by the 
other evangelist : ^ He made the men sit down 
in ranks of fifties." Yes : there is order in the 
economy of grace, and nothing must be wasted ; 
they were to be arranged in companies or ranks 
of fifty in each. ''And Jesus took the loaves ; 
and when He had given thanks. He distributed 
to the disdples, and the disciples to them that 
were sat down; and likewise of the fishes as 
mudi as they would." You see there was no 
lack: Jesus had blessed it But who was the 
lad ndio had the five barley loaves, and the two 
small fishes ? And where did He come from } 
We are not told ; but whoever he was, he was 
but a lad, and he was with Jesus and His 
disciples. Oh, how lovely to see the young 
coming to Christ to see them choosing for 
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their company those who are walking with Jesus, 
living for Jesus, looking to Jesus! "And Jesus 
took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, 
He distributed to the disciples. 

What a picture, to see our Lord giving thanks, 
as if He had need to ask ! And is it not a thing 
too often neglected among us, or only said as a 
matter of form or custom } Jesus gave thanks, 
and gave to the disciples, to give to them that 
were sat down. And did this immense multitude 
have sufficient.? Yes: and over; and Jesus 
said, " Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost." There is no waste in grace, 
but economy. Nothing is wasted : not a crumb 
lost; but twelve baskets full remained. How 
wonderful ! Can you think or read this without 
seeing the power of Christ.? You may ask, 
What became of the twelve baskets full } We 
are not told; but I should say it was most 
likely the disciples each had one, for there were 
twelve baskets full, and twelve disciples, and 
the disciples had not sat down with the multi- 
tude. And have you noticed in this lesson that, 
at the same time as this miracle, Herod had 
made a great feast, and he desired to have Jesus 
with him ? But was Jesus found among all 
the revelry and feasting ? Where was He, but 
jn the wilderness feeding the multitude.? Oh, 
never go to look for Jesus m Y\ve ^t^^t estates. 
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nor among feasting and revelry ! You will find 
Him in the wilderness doing some good work. 
Again, at the same time was the feast of 
the Passover held at Jerusalem: hundreds of 
pilgrims might be seen bending their way to 
the feast, for they used to come from all parts 
at this time. And although the streets might 
be full of crowded and zealous worshippers who 
were going to feast upon the lamb just slain, 
though incense was rising in clouds to heaven, 
the Lamb of God was not there. No: the 
Lamb of God was in the wilderness feeding the 
multitude. 

It is not always those who take a prominent 
position in society, nor those who attend to all 
the outward forms of religion — how many there 
are whose names are hardly known ! — ^that are 
quietly living devoted lives to their Lord like 
their Master in the wilderness. Still they are 
doing good, living for their Saviour, following 
in His steps ; and more than all, they are known 
by Jesus, He never loses sight of one of them. 
Look in the case of Saul of Tarsus after his 
conversion : Jesus knew where he was. He told 
the name of the very street he was in, and the 
name of the person with whom he lodged. 
Yes: you may be poor and of no reputation, 
buffeted about by the world, you may not enjoy 
any of its luxuries ; but care not for that, 'you 
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have something better, something that is lasting 
to eternity. Jesus is yours, therefore all is yours. 
He will provide for all your wants, as He did in 
the wilderness in feeding the multitude. Cast 
away any unbelief that might creep in your 
heart ; and in the many scenes of life, no matter 
what it may be, nor where, look up, for "the 
Lord will provide." 
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XXX. 

I JOHN II. 1 8. 

" Little children, it is the last time : and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists ; 
whereby we know that it is the last time." 

SERIOUS words are these which the Apostle 
John utters to the Church : "Little children, 
it is the last time : and as ye have heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many 
antichrists ; whereby we know that it is the last 
time." What are we to understand by antichrist ? 
What does it mean but substitution for Christ ? 
And we see and hear enough at the present time 
to make us alarmed. Satan is producing counter- 
feits on every hand ; but oh, to think he would 
make a substitute for Christ ! Should it not put 
us on our guard ? should we not try to be stab- 
lished and settled in all good works in the true 
faith, even Christ Jesus i Think of the souls 
Satan is hardening and enticing away to their 
soul's ruin ! We are told the world is improving 
socially and religiously ; but do we see it ? Men 
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are on every hand sowing poison seed. Satan 
is at work with them. Throngs are attending 
such services ; but, alas, it is one of- Satan's 
counterfeits, dragging thousands to his awful 
eternity! And there is one more very solemn 
truth. We read in the Revelations what Satan 
will do ; and this has got to be accomplished. 
Satan will even have power to give life. The 
vision was seen by the Apostle John: *' Satan 
shall give life to the beast " ; and even now, how 
subtle and deceiving he is ; for often, as the 
Apostle tells us, he is even transformed into an 
angel of light. Look how he went to our first 
parent, Eve. He went when she was alone. 
Adam was not with her to help her. See how 
he wielded round her: "Ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil." See when he went to 
Job, when he was alone. Oh, let us ever be 
prayerful and on our guard, that when he shall 
come to us, producing his counterfeit, — trying to 
shake our faith, — may we have boldness to resist 
him, firmly grounded on Jesus Christ ! If we 
had been with that little band who walked with 
the Saviour, and had listened to the voice of one, 
Judas Iscariot, I have no doubt we should have 
called him a good man. He was following the 
Saviour : a disciple ; but oh, what a wretch was 
he ! Satan had entered into his heart, and told 
him to deny his Lord, and betray Him ; and 
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Judas willingly yielded. We do indeed need to 
watch and pray. If we do not get to heaven, it 
will be our own faults. We all have a Bible,, 
and live in a Christian land; let us not then 
carry the Bible in our hands, but in our hearts. 
Satan will try to dissuade us from it : he will 
try to baffle us in our thoughts and prayers;: 
but let us try in the strength which God will 
give us, if we ask Him. Only a little while, 
perhaps a very little, and we shall see the Saviour,, 
whom, having not seen, we love. He shall come 
to own His saints, and to be admired of all wha 
love Him, and then to be for ever with the 
Lord, in a glorious eternity prepared for all who 
love Him. 

There are three thoughts which we may take 
from this subject of the Apostle John's discourse : 
and it is remarkable to notice, that after all the 
other apostles are gone, John is left as last ; 
perhaps, because he was the bosom friend of 
Jesus, and was with Him more, and perhaps had 
deeper experience than the rest, and is left as 
last to comfort and admonish the Church. And 
he puts before them these three things: the 
Christian's danger, the Christian's safety, the 
Christian's duty, (i) The Christian's danger. 
For there is a danger, unless they know full well 
where to look for support. The Apostle warned 
the people of danger when he said, " How shalL 
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ye escape if ye neglect so great salvation ? " And 
as salvation is so freely ofiered, why not accept 
it ? I have heard of men down in a mine only 
left with one light : if that light happened to go 
out, all would be over, and they would be buried 
alive in that mine. Oh, how careful would they 
be to guard it, in case a gust of wind should put 
it out ! And the same with us. We have the 
light of the Gospel: if we deny that, or refuse it, — 
that light, — we are lost. It is the same with the 
vine: separate the branches from the parent stem, 
it will die. It may last a few hours, then it is 
gone ; and separate the believer from Christ, he 
is dead, spiritually dead. And after telling his 
hearers of the danger, he does not leave them 
without telling them of a way of safety. He 
tells them, " If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and 
He is the propitiation for our sins. And this is 
the promise that He hath promised us, even 
eternal life. These things have I written unto 
you concerning them which seduce you." Mark 
the word seduce. Yes : Satan does seduce many 
a soul. And is not some of the preaching in the 
present day, in too many instances, such ? Look 
at the forms and ceremonies in some of our 
churches : and the Gospel of Jesus needs no such 
formularies. We are to worship God in spirit 
and in truth. 



SCATTERED SEED. 159 

Then he tells them of the Christian's duty. 
"I have written unto you, fathers, because ye 
have known Him that is from the beginning. I 
. have written unto you, young men, because ye 
are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one." Then 
he continues, " Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 
Then again he comforts the Christian : " But ye 
have an unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know all things." Oh, thank God for the unction 
of His Holy Spirit, which He will give to all 
who come unto God by Him ! " And now, little 
children, abide in Him ; that, when He shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming." Ashamed 
of Jesus: there are many, alas, that will be 
ashamed of Jesus at the last day, when He will 
have to utter to such the words, " Depart from 
Me, I know you not" Ah, it was only a little 
band that the early Christian Church was 
composed of! The Apostle taught them well, — 
plain Gospel essence. God does not look for 
nor want crowds of only lip-worshippers; He 
would rather have a little band. It reminds me 
of the fishing on the lake of Tiberias, — what it 
was, and what it is now. The time was when 
the disciples toiled all night and took nothing ; 
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but at the Command of Jesus they caught more 
than they could draw to land. Not so now: 
you may see the lazy Arab sitting on the bank 
throwing poisonous bread, and so he draws 
plenty in ; but they are all dead fish. Yes, dead. 
And so it is with religious assemblies of the 
present day : they are for the most part dead to 
the religion of Jesus. Satan has entered, trans- 
formed as an angel of light, telling them their 
formularies will lead them in the right way. 
Oh, awake to a sense of duty to your souls: 
I would plead with you, because I know what it 
cost to redeem them! The Saviour's precious 
blood, shall that have been shed in vain } Turn 
your eyes for one moment to cross-crowned 
Calvary: shall He have suffered so in vain.? 
Little children, it is the last time ; and, oh, who 
can tell if we should ever be spared to meet 
together again ! Accept, then, the message now, 
that we may meet one day in the many 
mansions above, and sing the new song: "To 
Him who hath redeemed us, and washed us in 
His blood, and made us kings and priests unto 
God ; be glory, dominion, and power, for ever 
and ever. 
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XXXI. 

REVELATION XXII. 17. 

"And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." 

"'T^HE Spirit and the Bride say, Come." 
X This is the last invitation given to us. 
Shall He ask any longer in vain.? Time is 
drawing to a close; eternity is very near: still 
the Spirit pleads. Oh, will you not hear Him 
now, if you have not done so before ! Make no 
excuse for not coming to God, for an excuse is 
worse than a lie, for it is a lie guarded. 

And think of the graciousness of God in still 
leaving us the Holy Spirit. " The Father had 
spoken often." Look at Isaiah vi. 9, 10. " And 
He said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye 
indeed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, 
but perceive not Make the heart of tihiis people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their hearty 
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and convert, and be healed." Now you will see 
this corresponds with the New Testament pre- 
cisely. In John xii. 37 we read, "But though 
He had done so many miracles before them, yet 
they believed not on Him, that the saying of 
Esaias might be fulfilled, which he spake. Lord, 
who, hath believed our report.? and to whom 
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? 
Therefore they could not believe, because that 
Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, 
and hardened their heart ; that they should not 
see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and I should heal 
them." And turn once more to Acts xxviii. 24 : 
"And some believed the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not. And when they 
agreed not among themselves, they departed, 
after that Paul had spoken one word. Well spake 
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the pirophet unto our 
fathers, saying, Go unto this people, and say. 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under- 
stand ; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive : 
for the heart of this people is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
have they closed ; lest they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them." Yes : you may have refused 
salvation up till now, you may have shut your 
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eyes and ears and hearts against the message ; 
but still the Spirit speaks to each now: "The 
Spirit and the Bride say, Come." 

Let us look at a few instances of the working 
of the Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles ; 
for it contains many instances that it might be 
truly called the Acts of the Holy Ghost Begin 
at the close of St. John's Gospel. When the 
Spirit of God descended on the disciples, to 
whom did the Spirit go.^ Not to the grand 
temple, with its numerous worshippers ; though 
on the day of Pentecost its courts may have 
been crowded with zealous worshippers ; though 
there may have been heard the bleating of the 
sheep, and the lowing of the oxen driven on to 
sacrifice ; though incense may have been rising in 
clouds to heaven, yet God had forsaken it, and 
descending upon the little band assembled in the 
upper chamber, had commenced the work of the 
Spirit of God. Yes : the third Person of the 
Trinity came down upon that little band ; and 
still the same Spirit speaks to us : " The Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come." Again, the Spirit of 
God came and filled the house were they were 
sitting, and sat upon each of them: and what 
was the result? Peter stood up and preached 
the word of the Lord as the Spirit gave him 
utterance ; and there were three thousand souls 
converted that day. It was immediately after 
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receiving the Spirit Peter went forth and worked 
for God : the Spirit and the Bride said, Come. 
When God, by His Spirit, calls you, you feel 
constrained to do something for Him, however 
small. You may not be in a position to do 
much; but you can do something, — ^you can 
show by your behaviour to those about you 
whose you are, and whom you serve. You may 
have many opportunities of speaking a word for 
Jesus, and let others know of the blessedness 
you have found, and which they can also obtain : 
" The Spirit and the Bride say, Come." But so 
many will let the things of this world hinder 
them from coming. Look at few cases here. 
The poor lame man who had been afflicted all 
his life, and had lain in this state at the temple 
gates so long, when Peter saw him he said to 
him (by the aid of the Spirit), " In the name of 
Jesus Christ rise up and walk." Did he raise 
any objection, and think such a thing was 
impossible? No: "He leaping up stood, and 
walked, and entered with them into the temple, 
walking, and leaping, and praising God." And 
why? The Spirit and the Bride said. Come. 
The great man of Ethiopia, under the Queen, 
was returning in his chariot, and was reading 
Esaias the prophet " Then the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 
And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him 



SCATTERED SEED. 165 

read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest 
thou what thou readest? And he said, How 
can I, except some man should guide me ? And 
he desired Philip that he would come up and sit 
with him." And after reading the portion, Philip 
spake unto him Jesus. And what was the result ? 
The eunuch was baptized. And did Philip 
remain with the eunuch } No : ** The Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch 
saw him no more." And what was the result ? 
" He went on his way rejoicing." Whose work 
was this ? Philip's ? No : the Spirit and the 
Bride said, Come. 

Look again at the case of Cornelius : though 
he sent for Peter, was it through Peter he was 
converted ? No : the Spirit and the Bride said. 
Come. When Peter was imprisoned, and on 
that memorable night was sleeping bound be- 
tween two soldiers, and the keepers stood by 
the prison doors, *' behold the angel of the Lord 
came upon him, and a light shined in the prison : 
and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him 
up, saying. Arise up quickly. And his chains 
fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto 
him. Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. 
And so he did. And he saith unto him. Cast 
thy garment about thee, and follow me. And 
he went out, and followed him ; and wist not 
that it was true which was done by tke ^.\n5^\ 
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but thought he saw a vision." Was this the 
angel's doing ? No : the Spirit and the Bride 
said, Come. 

Look at Paul, at the city of Philippi, at the 
little prayer-meeting gathered every Sabbath at 
the river-side, and many came to hear the Word. 
How was it with Lydia ? The Lord opened her 
heart, and she attended unto the words spoken 
by Paul. Yes: but it was the Spirit and the 
Bride said, Come. 

See, again, in the case of that hardened jailor 
where Paul was imprisoned : he niust have been 
a hard-hearted man indeed ; but not too hard 
(or God to change. When he had thrust them 
into the stocks, heartless enough at midnight, 
" Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God. . . . And suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken : and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. 
And the keeper of the prison awaking out 
of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, 
he drew out his sword, and would have 
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
saying. Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. 
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and 
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out, and said. Sirs, 
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what must I do to be saved ? " What could 
have led this man to this? It was the Spirit 
and the Bride said, Come. And how does the 
book of the Acts wind up, but with Paul as- 
suring them in ver. 28, " Be it known therefore 
unto you, that the salvation of God is sent." 
Oh, then, do accept God*s offers of grace ! You 
may say you try, but do not succeed : it is, then, 
because you do not go the right way to work. 
God's Word is so true : it faileth not. Do not 
think that He is mocking you : God forbid ! 
The fault is with yourselves. Perhaps you are 
led to think you have gone on in sin so long, 
that He will not hear you when you call. Oh, 
dismiss that thought at once! Look at the 
case of the impotent man. He had lain waiting 
at the pool thirty-eight years waiting for some 
one to help him down. No man seemed to care 
for him. Truly it might be said by him, " No 
man careth for my soul." Thirty-eight years 
labouring under an infirmity. But when Jesus 
saw him lie, and knew that he had been a long 
time in that case, He said unto him, Wilt thou 
be made whole } Did that poor man doubt His 
word, or think He was mocking him, after 
having lain there so long. Oh, no ! Wondrous 
words uttered to him, " Rise, take up thy bed 
and walk." Might he not have raised an ex- 
cuse: his limbs were too much stiffened to do 
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that? No: he believed the word which Jesus 
had spoken, and he immediately rose, took up 
his bed, and walked. And this is the secret 
belief, believe what God, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, have spoken ; what the Spirit is still 
speaking: " The Spirit and the Bride say, Come." 
Perhaps some of you say, I have sought the 
Saviour, and have found Him ; but it seems to 
have left me again: old habits, old sins, have 
broken in. But why is it thus? Remember 
the disciples in the storm at sea: when they 
were in such distress, Peter, bold and fearless, 
said to Jesus, bid me come to Thee. Jesus bid 
him. He could walk on the raging billows as 
his Master, while he looked to Him ; but he gets 
fearful, the billows get higher and higher: he 
looks at the great waves nearing him, he looks 
from Jesus, and he begins to sink; but Jesus 
takes him, and so saves him. Yes : if you 
look from Jesus, it will be as it was with 
Peter, you will begin to sink ; or you may say 
you feel too bad to come. Oh, in one way 
I may say, cherish that feeling, for it is the 
Spirit convincing you of sin; for the Spirit 
convinces of sin as well as righteousness. But 
go, confess your sin to God: hide nothing 
from Him, tell Him all, cleave not to mortal 
man, quench not then the Spirit. He will not 
always strive, thbugh He does now : " The Spirit 
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and the Bride say, Come.** And God does not 
invite without entertaining. When God told 
Noah to build the ark, He did not tell him to go 
in, but come in: He did not leave him there 
with the animals and his family. God was with 
him in the ark, for He told him to come in. 
Oh, then, listen to this last invitation given us in 
Scripture, and let there be joy in heaven, not 
only of one sinner, but of many that repenteth : 
" For the Spirit and the Bride say, Come." 
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